
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 19, 2023 

9:30am Worship & Communion 

  The Prelude 

  Welcome & Announcements 

  Opening Prayer 
  

* Confession  & Forgiveness p. 94-96  
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. C:  Amen. 
 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  
 

P:  Most merciful God, C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.   Amen. 
 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us 
all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   C:  Amen. 
 

* Gathering Hymn #337                                                        “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” 

* Greeting   p. 147 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. C: And also with you.             

* Kyrie  p. 147 P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.   C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.    C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord.    C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  C:  Amen. 
 

* This is the Feast  p. 149  
 
* The Prayer of the Day (all pray). Father in Heaven, You have called us to be your 
Church in the world.  Strengthen our faith, so that our witness will be strong.  Give us 
hearts that love and hands that serve.  And in all that we do, help us to glorify our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave his life for us on the cross.  In his holy name we 
pray.   Amen 
 

Choir Anthem                     “All I Know” 
 



First Lesson:  1 Samuel 16:1-13  
 16 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2 And 
Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a 
heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 And invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I 
declare to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The 
elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he 
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come 
with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 
 6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD's anointed is 
before him.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height 
of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks 
on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab 
and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 
9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 
one.” 10 And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” 
And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And 
Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12 And 
he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. 
And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and 
anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from 
that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 23 

L:  23 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 C: 2  He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 

L: 3  He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

 C: 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

L: 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 

oil; my cup overflows. 

 ALL: 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 

shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

Second Lesson:   Ephesians 5:8-14 

 8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try 
to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in 
secret. 13 But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord.  C: Thanks be to God. 



* Gospel Acclamation p. 151 

* Gospel Announcement                 

* Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 9
th

 chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

* The Gospel Lesson:   John 9:24-34 

 24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, 
“Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a 
sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26 They said 
to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have 
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” 28 And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we 
are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 
do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God 
does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens 
to him. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a 
man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered 
him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. 
 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

  Children’s Sermon 
 

  Hymn #744    (vs. 1, 2, 3)                                                            “Lord Be Glorified” 
 

  The Sermon                  “I Was Blind, But Now I See”                 Pastor William Shields 
                 (sermon text: John 9:1-41)  
* Apostle’s Creed p. 105      
 

  The Hymn of the Day #666                                               “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
 

  Offering  
 

* Offering Response #186 
 

  Prayers 
 

* Words of Institution  

* The Lord’s Prayer p. 154 C:  Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Communion       
 

In the Lord’s Supper, we believe that Jesus is truly present in this meal to share His forgiveness and grace.  All 

who share our faith are welcome.  Communing children should hold their hand out to receive the bread.  Cross 

arms in front to receive a blessing. Come down the center aisle to receive the bread from Pastor, an assistant on 

either side will serve the wine or white grape juice. Return to your seats using the side aisles. 

During Communion, please join in singing ELW hymns # 515, 532, 536, 542. 
 

* Blessing 
 

* Benediction  



* Sending Hymn #881                                                  “Let All Things Now Living” 

* Dismissal   P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. C:  Thanks be to God!      

  Postlude  
 
Announcements: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Events: 

Mon. Mar. 20      6:30pm – Gideon’s Dinner meeting 

Tues. Mar. 21         8:00am – The Closet Board 

       9:00am – Rebekah Circle 

       6:00pm – Lydia Circle 

Wed. Mar. 22         6:30am – Men’s Bible Study 

                 11:00am – Pastor’s Study 

                   1:00pm – Prayer Group 

       5:30pm – Soup Supper 

                   6:00pm – Confirmation 

                   6:00pm – Choir 

       7:00pm – Worship  

Thurs. Mar. 23        1:00pm – Quilters 

      6:00pm – Pastor’s Bible Study 

Sat. Mar. 25            7:00am – Gideon’s Prayer meeting  

       Wedding (Pastor Matt Shields) 

Sunday, Mar. 26 – 9:30 am Worship 

      10:45 am Coffee Fellowship  

          Sunday School 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9 
If you could usher at 7:00am 
service, please let the office 

know. 

Next Old Wheels Meeting 
Sat., April 1st – 8:00am 

Updates on the Car Show & final 
preparation for Easter Breakfast. 

 

Egg My Yard Fundraiser 

Gateway Services is looking for volunteers to 

help fill plastic eggs.  They provide all the 

supplies. They want to begin filling eggs on 

March 27
th
, Mon.-Fri. 8am-4:30pm until all 

eggs are filled. 

Call 815-875-4548 ext. 238 Emily Znaniecki 

and let her know a day & time you could stop 

in and help with this project. 

 

Sign-ups for the Soup Suppers on 
Wednesday nights 

are in the back.  
Please bring a soup on 1 night, 

more if you like. 
 

Continued Prayers for: 

Harold Richards, Pastor Ian Griffith, Karen May, Loren 

Cook, Linda Kloc, Dennis Little, Shawn (co-worker of 

Dave Little), Gary Peach, Evelyn Sale. 

FISH FRY 
5-7pm    Friday, March 31

st
 

Adults $12 – Kids 8-12 $5 
Kids under 8 $2 (hot dogs also) 

Ohio First Lutheran Church 
Call ahead 815-376-7431 

 

Grief Share 
Starting sessions again  

on Mondays  
March 20 – June 12 

1-3:00pm 
Evangelical Covenant  

 815-875-2124 
More info on hall bulletin board 

 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Rob & April Buchanan 

Tricia Hopkins 

Kevin Pinter 


