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As Pastor Shields is recovering from his surgery, Dr. James Dobson has provided some 

words of wisdom in his place.   

Faith Holds America Together 

April 20, 2021 

Author: Dr. James Dobson 

Reprinted from James Dobson Family Institute website 

 

 In our secular age the battle rages not only over the question of religion in our public 
life. The very concept of faith is under attack. Cynicism and unbelief mock faith and the 
sacrifices it brings forth. Yet no nation can long survive if it does not have among its people 
a deep reservoir of faith in all its forms. This is especially true for democracies where the 
will of the people prevails. 
 In a purely secular sense, faith that things will get better (if not now, then later, and 
if not for you then for your children) is what motivates millions of people to make countless 
sacrifices. Faith is the force behind the worker who holds down two jobs so that a son or 
daughter can be the first in the family to go on to college. It is faith in the notion that hard 
work and right behavior will be rewarded (in the next life, if not always in this one) that 
causes us to continue to strive and toil. 
 Religious faith permits a nation to overcome adversity and to deal with the 
exigencies of life that cause both individuals and countries to suffer. Faith teaches that life 
is more than a mad rush for wealth, that sacrifice matters, that some of the most important 
things men do often cannot be completed in one generation. 
 It is seldom reported that Stalin, when faced by the onslaught of the Nazi invasion, 
reopened the churches in Russia and brought the imprisoned bishops and clerics back 
from Siberia in order to restore faith and hope and passionate resolve in the people. 
Despite his avowed hatred for Christianity, Stalin knew that only faith in God could give the 
Russian people hope and courage under adversity. Once Hitler was defeated, however, 
the church bells were silenced again, because faith also can inspire people to rise up 
against totalitarian governments! 
 Faith stands at the other end of the continuum from the highest value of American 
intellectuals—an open mind. Faith speaks of certainty, but America's leadership class is 
never certain about anything that matters. Concepts like good and bad, right and wrong, 
are a puzzle for most of them. All things are forever questioned—the best minds are 
believed to be those that never "close" on anything. 
 Intellectual snobs ridicule the simple faith of common people. Having no faith 
themselves, they attempt to debunk it when they see it in anyone else. 
 But faith lives on, comes back from a thousand disappointments, mends broken 
hearts, holds nations together. True faith will not bend before all the professors, politicians 
and intellectuals that can be massed against it. 
 On this issue of faith in American life, we are finally and admittedly optimists. 
Americans remain a very deeply religious people. When compared with the citizens of any 
other Western nation, the religious commitment which remains—which is actually growing 
in America—is astonishing. 
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 G. K. Chesterton's observation that "America is a nation with the soul of a church" is 
still true today, even if opinion leaders and the cultural elite seems embarrassed by the 
assertion. 
 Each summer I have been intrigued when the influx of tourists come to Washington, 
D.C. Literally millions of Americans leave their homes in every state and travel to the 
nation's capital to show their children this center of the free world. I love to watch them, 
wide-eyed, with pride on their faces as they visit the great monuments and statues that dot 
this historical city. 
 Often you will notice them with their heads tilted far back, pointing to the top of one 
monument or another. One day my own eyes followed theirs and I saw what attracted their 
attention. At the top of nearly every historic building in Washington, from the Supreme 
Court to the Lincoln Memorial, are stirring words, etched in stone, that pay tribute to the 
religious heritage so deeply believed by our founding fathers. 
 Engraved on the cap on the top of the Washington Monument are the words: 
"Praise be to God." As a tourist climbs the winding stairs inside they see such phrases as 
"Search the Scriptures," and "Holiness to the Lord." 
 At the Lincoln memorial the President's words are chiseled into granite: "...That this 
nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, 
by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth." On the south bank of the 
Tidal Basin sits the magnificent Jefferson Memorial with Jefferson's words, "Can the 
liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are 
the gift of God? Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just, that His 
justice cannot sleep forever." 
 If the militant secularists are going to win the battle over faith in America, they will 
ultimately have to sandblast half the walls of official Washington. But even then what is 
etched on the hearts of the great majority of the American people will remain and be 
passed on to the next generation: the simple belief that we are "One Nation Under God." 

 
 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL SUMMARY: Meeting May 11, 2021 

All members were present and the meeting began with devotions.  

Minutes from the April 13th meeting were approved.  

Pastor’s report – Pastor served at 12 worship services in April, attended Wittenberg Door event 

in Kirkland, the final Saturday worship service is May 8th, he will be in quarantine May 14-16 for 

his knee surgery on May 17th and Pastor Norm will preach on May 16th. 

Administrator’s report – April attendance:  Saturdays 19 and Sundays 80 (included 3 services 

Easter Sunday) with 104 service views.   

 

Office hours: 9-12 & 1-4  Mon.-Thurs. 

Website: www.flcprinceton.org 

Check us out on Facebook. 

Phone: 815-875-1685 

Email: office.flcprinceton@gmail.com 

 

 

If you have any special announcements 
for Pastor to make during his taping, 
please get them to the office by 
Thursday.  Mailing does not guarantee 
we will get them before the Saturday 
taping.  Call and leave a message, 
email, or drop off a note. 
 

http://www.flcprinceton.org/
mailto:office.flcprinceton@gmail.com
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Cont. 

Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s reports were accepted subject to audit, giving is ahead of 

last year. 

Property – Schultz Nuisance Wildlife Control has installed bat tubes to let the bats out but not 

back in. Flower gardens around the church have been freshly mulched and thanks to Keith Cain 

& RediCrete for donating the mulch. 

Service & Mission – Old Wheels will most likely be scheduled for August.  

Outreach & Fellowship – no report 

Youth & Education – Looking for staff for VBS, a staff meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 6th 

at 6:30pm, VBS scheduled for July 11-15 from 5-7:30 each evening, looking for kitchen staff to 

serve supper each night, the theme is Rocky Railway and committee will work with Worship on 

Rally Day events for September 19th. 

Worship & Music – hymnals & Friendship registers will go back into the pews and ushers will not 

need to write down names for attendance, only take a count. 

Finance & Stewardship – no report 

Endowment – met and reviewed financial reports, no council action.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

First Family News 

           

 

 
 

     The following books were purchased for the ladies 

who passed away since last Mother’s Day: 

Endless Mercy – Dawn “Pat” Carlson 

One More River to Cross – Doris Giltner 

These books are available in our Library for you to 

check out. 

 

 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD TEAMS 

June – Karen May, Julia Cain, Lani Swinford 

July – June Ohlson, Cindy Pierson, Laurie 

Anderson 

August – Marilynne Kloster, Linda Bacon, 

Joanne Kloepping 

Please resume brass cleaning schedule as 

your team’s month comes around. 

 

Large Cans  
are needed for flowers 

Please leave them in the 
kitchenette. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The following dates are open in June, July & 
August:          June 6 & 13 – July 25 

All of August is open. 
Please call the office if you would like to 

schedule one of the above weekends. 
 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

Karen and Norm Femrite  6/16 

Ashley and Bryan Busche  6/20 

Duane and Mary Ann Smith  6/20 

Joshua and Nicole Burke  6/22 

New Memorial Books 

in the Church Library!  
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Continued prayers  for: 

John Purvis, Janette Dunn, Mary Hull, Kate Newby, 

Sara Himes, Matt Scruggs and his mother Susan 

Scruggs, Anna Meyer sister of Bernice Schuetz, 

Julie Moyer niece of Laurie Anderson, Marvin Hartz, 

Kim Darrough daughter of Tom & Jo Kloster, Val 

Blythe and her friend, Tim Sours. 

 

June Birthdays 

Karen Femrite  6/1  

Chris Mills  6/6 

Abby Sandburg  6/6 

Chris Anderson  6/9 

Tucker Pierson  6/10 

Nyla Krabbenhoft  6/11 

Chris Adamow  6/11 

Dash Nutter  6/11 

Glenda Knotek  6/13 

Rebecca Shields  6/15 

Carl Anderson  6/17 

Rob Dunn  6/20 

Parker Johnson  6/21 

Ruth Ann Gallentine  6/23 

Lynn Holland  6/24 

Kelly Phillips  6/25 

Devin Keller  6/25 

Emily Adamow  6/26 

 

 

 

    

 

 
Welcome to the family of 1st Lutheran 

Darcy Marie Burke 

Baptized 5/23/21 

Parents: Josh & Nicole Burke 

Grandparents: Ty & Lynn Holland 

Deepest Sympathies to: 
 

Gary & Nancy Monier & extended family 

Gary’s nephew, Chad, was killed in a car 

accident on Saturday, May 22nd. 
 

And to: 
 

Hank & Evelyn Sale, whose 

granddaughter passed away recently. 

 

Thank You! 

    Many thanks to Keith Cain & Redi Crete 

for donating mulch used in our flower gardens 

around the building. 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

Hymn Sing 

2nd Sunday of June, July, & August 

Bring your lawn chairs or  

worship from your car. 

 

         Congratulations & Best Wishes! 

            Chad Porter & Chrisalynn Reuter 

            Will be married here on June 6th, 2021 

             Chad is the son of April & Rob Buchanan. 
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Register Now 

Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School 
Sunday, July 11 – Thursday, July 15 

5:00pm – 7:30pm 

We are on track for Rocky Railway Vacation Bible School to pull in to First Lutheran 
for kids ages 4 through 6th grade (in the fall), and volunteers of all ages.  Find more 
information and forms online at www.flcprinceton.org/comingevents. 
 

Volunteers of all ages can contact the church office at 815-875-1685, or Mary Ann 
Smith at 815-875-8023.  The staff will meet, Sunday, June 6, at 6:30 pm in 
Fellowship Hall.   
 

 

 
         Plans are being made for an “all church” 

Rally Day for kids & adults.  Outdoor worship, 

lunch and many other activities are in the 

works. Watch for more details. 

Thank You! 

     With the Saturday morning worship ending, we would like to thank Pastor, Glenn, Tracy, Rick, Kathy, 

Lynne, Lorraine, June, Jeff and anyone else that worked behind the scenes that we may not realize.  These 

people have given up their Saturday mornings or spent extra time and effort so these services could be sent 

out for over a year.  We want to express our thanks and gratitude to all of you.  We have enjoyed being able 

to worship every week and have felt a connection to our church family.   Marvin & Nancy Hartz 

 
Old Wheels! 

    We hoped that we could have our 

Old Wheels Show at a later date this 

summer.  That is not going to work out 

this year.  We are going to work with 

the Rally Day planning group to see 

what we can add to that event.  We 

will keep you informed. 

RALLY DAY 2021 

Sunday, September 19th! 

Be There! 

 

 

Special Music!  
 

   If you or anyone you know would care to offer special 

music this summer, please contact the office to schedule 

that. 

 

LUNCH IN THE PARK 

BAKE SALE 

Lunch in the Park is continuing this 

summer.  LCW has been assigned Friday, 

August 6th.  Keep that in mind. 

http://www.flcprinceton.org/comingevents
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At Your Service 

JUNE 2021 

June Usher Reader Flowers Prayers 

6 Andrew Pierson 
Gary Pierson 

June Ohlson OPEN  
X 

13 Andrew Pierson Jackie Pilcher OPEN Mary Lee Twidell 

20 Andrew Pierson 
Joanne Sheldon 

Joanne Sheldon Jim & Sue 
Scruggs 

X 

27 Andrew Pierson Dianne Van Drew Dianne Van Drew 
and Family 

Mary Dorsch 

Announcements  - June 27th   Dale Fiste 

 
Altar Guild Team – Karen May, Julia Cain, Lani Swinford 
 

Update on Chuck & Cindy Haff & family 

     For those who remember when Chuck Haff was our Youth Director here, he & his wife Cindy had to 

baby daughters while they were here, Julie and Kristin.  Kristin, just graduated summa cum laude from 

Minot State University on 5/14/21, she was married to Kyle Tryan on 5/22/21 in Bismarck, ND. And 

will be heading to Georgia to Minot Air Force Base, where her husband is stationed in the Air Force. 

She will be teaching high school math next fall.  Julie was married to Nate Czlapinski last year.  Gayle 

Little, Kristin’s godmother, attended the wedding last weekend. 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 2021 
 

     As we begin to come back to normal, we need volunteers for Sunday morning duties. In 

this newsletter is an Opportunities for Service Sheet to mark things you are willing to do. Some 

things will not be added back until September. 

 You may have noticed we’ve only had 1 reader.  We will continue having 1 reader for 

both scripture readings & the Psalm.  

 In order to avoid awkward pauses in our video, volunteers need to be ready, i.e. step up 

to the lectern a few seconds ahead of time. This will keep the service running smoothly. 

 If you have any questions, direct them to the worship committee or the office. 

 A basket will be placed in the back to collect your sheets.    –Thank you!   

  


