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“How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”
(Psalm 119:103, ESV)
Every time New Year’s Day rolls around, the same thought pops into my head: “I need to lose some
weight this year.” If I could drop thirty or forty pounds, I would be healthier, I would have more energy,
and I would probably add some years to my life. But for me, one of the biggest obstacles to weight loss is
that I love sweets, especially chocolate.
I often crave chocolate when I’m at home in the evening. If there is chocolate somewhere in the
house, I will seek it out, I will find it, and I will eat it. If Lisa hears me rooting around in the kitchen at night,
she knows that I’m not looking for the kale chips. I’m looking for the Chips Ahoy!
So I want to break that habit in the coming year. I want to eat fewer sweets, especially chocolate.
And if I eat fewer sweets, that will reduce my craving for sweets. And if I reduce my craving for sweets,
then I should be able to lose some weight. That’s what I want to do in my physical life in 2019.
But in my spiritual life, I want to do the exact opposite. I actually want to increase my desire for the
spiritual food that God has given to his people. I want to strengthen my craving for the Word of God. I
want to experience the sweetness that the psalmist discovered in the pages of the Bible. And I know just
how to do that.
This coming year, I want to be in the Bible every day. I want to read it, I want to study it, and I want
to meditate on it. Because I know that if I spend more time in God’s Word, the more I will crave it. And the
more that I crave it, the more it will fill me with spiritual understanding and wisdom and maturity. This
year I want to lose weight on my body and add weight to my soul. And I hope that you will join me on that
journey.
I encourage you to make weekly worship attendance a priority this year. Drink in the nourishment
of God’s Word every Sunday morning. It will give you the energy that you need to face the week ahead.
And get involved in a Bible Study if you can. You could attend the adult Sunday School class that
meets in the church library, right after worship. I also lead a study during the week. We meet in the church
library at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday morning and then I repeat the lesson at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday evening.
And there are many other studies and circles and small groups that you could attend.
Another thing that I would like to do this year is something that Merle Polson has been talking to
me about. He would like to see the whole church make an effort to read through the entire Bible in a year.
So we are thinking about buying some special Bibles that will lay out each day’s readings for you. We
would launch this effort at the beginning of Lent, which starts on Ash Wednesday, March 6 th. If you don’t
finish it all in one year, don’t worry. You can just keep reading through the book until you’re done. You’ll
hear more about this as we get closer to the start date.
Join me in making this a year when we all put on some extra spiritual weight. Build up a craving in
your soul for the Word of God. Feel the joy of the psalmist when he wrote, “How sweet are your words to
my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”
Pastor Bill
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A Note About The Next New Member Class: I will be starting a New Member Class on Sunday, January 13,
2019, during the Sunday School hour (10:45-11:45 a.m.). We will have six sessions over a seven week
period (there will be no class on the Sunday of the annual meeting , January 27th). We will welcome all new
members at the beginning of the worship service on Sunday, March 3 rd. Watch the bulletins and the
January newsletter for more information.
Office Hours: 9-12 & 1-4 Mon. – Thurs.
Website: www.flcprinceton.org.
Check us out on Facebook.
Phone: 815-875-1685
Email: office.flcprinceton@gmail.com.

Deadline for the Bulletin is Thursday morning 10 am.
th
Deadline for the Newsletter is the 20 of each month.
Listen to or watch Pastor’s sermons on our website.

Pastor’s Bible Studies
11:00am – Wed.
7:00pm – Thurs.
th
th
Resumes & Jan. 9 & 10 .

January Committees & Council Dates
Because New Year’s Day was on Tuesday, committee
meetings & Council have been moved back 1 week.
Committees – Tues., Jan 8
Council – Tues, Jan 15

Sunday, January
27th
10:45am
After worship
If you do not have your reports in, please
contact the office & get them in as soon as
possible.

Please note: Special Vote on changes to the
Endowment By-laws
These are found on page 22 of our Constitution booklet.
1. 6.04.03 Remove Spiritual Growth and add Christ
for Africa Fund.
2. 6.04.04 To include repaid period not to exceed 5
years.

Reports will be available to pick up on
Sunday, January 20th.

Want to try a different
way to study the Bible?

Bible Journaling!
th
New Starting Sunday, January 13 @ 4:30pm.
Meet in the Library.
Sign-up or talk to Emalie Ohlson.

SUPER SUNDAY!
JANUARY 27TH
Kid’s come for some special activities while the adults
attend the Annual Meeting.
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Coming up February 3 is the LCW Super Bowl Snack Sale.
Bring a favorite appetizer or snack to sell.
The proceeds will go to this year’s Special Needs Prom.
Anyone can bring a snack item &
EVERYONE can purchase one.

Saturday, February 2nd
Prayer Breakfast

Church Women United
Annual Meeting
Saturday, January 26, 2019
12:00 noon
@ First Lutheran Church
All women are invited to attend but should bring a
salad or dessert.
Dianne Van Drew will be presenting a video of the
Special Needs Prom and taking questions.
Since we are hosting this event, help is needed in
setting up. Please come to church by 11:00am if you
can assist with the preparations.
th

Saturday, February 9
Rise Against Hunger Event
First United Methodist Church
Beginning at 8:00am
A Sign-up and more details will be coming.

Look for more details yet to come.
2019 LCMC Youth Event
“Catch the Wave”
March 1 – 3
Jr. High & High School Students.
Talk to Pastor.

Plans Underway for
Another Cubs Outing!

“A Night to Remember”
Special Needs Prom
Saturday, April 6th
This event was so well received last year that
they’re doing it again.
If you would like to help out in any way, please
talk to Dianne Van Drew or contact her at
815-677-2263 (call or text) or leave a message at
815-915-8285 or email vandrewd49@comcast.net.

Contact has been made with the Cubs
and we have asked for the game date of
th

September 14 . The Cubs will be playing the
Pittsburgh Pirates at 1:20pm. We will have to
wait for approval of that date and the seating.
We will again be arranging for a bus. Stay
tuned for more details.
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LCW NEWS
We hope that everyone
had a wonderful Christmas. It’s a busy time of year full
of joy and family excitement…especially if there are children around. The New Year is
here and we all have things we want to do and resolutions we hope we can keep.
The OWLS Christmas Luncheon was on December 6th and we hope all of our
OWLS enjoyed this event.
December 11th was our LCW Christmas Luncheon at The Plantation Grille. The
food was really great, we all enjoyed the time together and some friends even joined us.
Our guest speaker was Dana Van Autreve from Second Story. She explained what
Second Story does and how it helps many teens in our area. It is a place to meet, eat,
play games, and just be together with friends. They also provide many supplies that the
kids might need.
Wednesday, January 2nd at 9:00 a.m. was our LCW Planning Meeting for 2019 events. All
Officers, Board Members, Chairmen and Program Coordinators should attend but all members are
welcome. If you have a suggestion for next year, let your Circle Leader or LCW Officer know. We are
always looking for new ideas. The meeting is a time to evaluate how our LCW is working and changes
we need to make so…any suggestions are welcome.
Sunday, January 6th during Sunday Worship, is the Installation of our LCW Officers and
Committee Chairwomen. Thank you all for your service to the LCW.
Saturday, January 26th at noon, our church is hosting the Church Women United Annual
Meeting. We will be responsible for setting up, kitchen help, and clean up. More details will follow.
So keep your calendar open on that day because we will need lots of help.
We do not have details about events to come in February yet, but we will probably have our
Super Bowl Snack Sale again.
Prayer Shawl gals meet on Tuesday, January 8th & 22nd from 10:00-noon.
Quilters meet on Thursday, January 10th & 24th from 1:00-3:00. All are welcome to join either of
these groups, and they will teach you what you need to know.
Three birthdays in January are: Dianne Van Drew, Pat Carlson, & Joann Kloepping - wish them
a very Happy Birthday!

Have a Great 2019!
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OTHER COMMUNITY EVENTS!
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