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And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed.  You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has 
risen; he is not here.  See the place where they laid him.”  (Mark 16:6) 

 
We have all had the sad experience of going to a funeral home for the visitation of 

someone that we knew well.  We knew what to expect when we got there.  It would be one of the 
toughest things that we would have to do in our lives.  We would have to see the lifeless body in 
the casket.  And we would remember the joyful times that we had with that person when they 
were alive.  And our hearts would break. 

That was the expectation of the women who went to the tomb of Jesus on Easter Sunday 
morning.  Two days earlier, on Good Friday, they had seen him die on the cross.  They saw the 
Roman soldier pierce his side with a spear, to make sure that he was dead.  They saw the blood 
and fluid flow out of his punctured lung.  They watched as the lifeless body of Jesus was taken 
down from the cross. 

Two men, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, washed some of the blood from Jesus’ 
head and face.  They laid him on a linen sheet and wrapped the cloth around him.  Then they 
picked him up and began to carry him to the tomb.  The tomb was in a garden near the foot of the 
hill where Jesus had died.  The garden was owned by Joseph and the tomb had just recently been 
cut out of solid rock, at great expense. 

The women followed the two men to the tomb.  They carried jars with sweet smelling oils 
and ointments.  These would be used to anoint the dead body in an attempt to cover up the smell 
of decomposition.  But Joseph said that there was no time for anointing.  The sun was going down.  
The Jewish Sabbath would begin at sundown on Friday evening.  By law, the tomb had to be closed 
before the Sabbath began. 

So with the help of some Roman soldiers, Joseph and Nicodemus rolled the stone in front 
of the entrance to the tomb.  The women would have to wait.  The Sabbath would last until 
sundown on Saturday.  If they could have gone to the tomb on Saturday night, they would have.  
But the men would not allow them to go out in the darkness.  They would have to wait until the 
next day. 

That’s why the women were walking to the tomb just before dawn on a Sunday morning.  
They knew what to expect.  They knew that they would find a dead body.  Their only concern was 
how they would move the stone away from the entrance of the tomb.  Maybe the soldiers would 
help them.  They trudged along in silent sadness.  They would do this horrible chore because they 
loved Jesus. 

But when they got to the tomb, the soldiers were gone and the stone had already been 
rolled away!  And there was a man standing near the entrance of the tomb.  But there was 
something different about him.  Something that frightened them.  They didn’t know it then, but 
they were standing face to face with an angel. 

The strange man, the angel, had an incredible message for the women.  He said, “Do not be 
alarmed.  You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  He has risen; he is not here.  See the 
place where they laid him.”  It was a shocking message.  It was not what they expected at all.  But 
in the coming days, they would see the proof for themselves.  They would see Jesus alive.  And 
their lives would be changed forever. 
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Now, when we go to the funeral home, we still grieve.  We grieve because we are 
separated from someone that we love.  But underneath our grief there is hope.  We know that, 
because Jesus rose from the dead, we will also rise.  We know that, if we have faith in Jesus, we 
will one day see him face to face in heaven.  And we know that, because of what happened in that 
garden on that Sunday morning, we will have the incredible joy of many reunions with loved ones 
who have gone before us.  Easter has changed our expectations.  It has changed our lives forever.  
Amen and Amen. 

 
Pastor Shields 
 
 

 

 

 

 

COUNCIL SUMMARY: Meeting March 9, 2021 

All members were present and the meeting began with devotions.  

Minutes from the February 9th meeting were approved.  

Pastor’s report – in addition to his usual activities, there will be 4 Easter services to attend as 

well as watching from home.  1 on Saturday morning 9:30 and 3 on Sunday at 7am, 9am and 

11am.  Reservations are being taken.  Pastor took part in a certification of a new LCMC pastor, 

Ben Anderson of New Life in Sterling, Illinois, updates to church COVID practices are moving 

forward. 

Administrator’s report – February attendance:  Saturdays 13 and Sundays 36 with 107 service 

views.  Ash Wed. 17 at the morning service and 24 at night, views 86.  The organ has been 

repaired but the cost was within our deductible, an estimate of $347 was received to install a 

surge suppressor to our electric panel, the sanctuary piano has been tuned.  Reservations 

coming in for Easter with the 9:00am service being favored.   

Treasurer’s and Financial Secretary’s reports were accepted subject to audit. 

Property – new small step ladder purchased, time clocks for outdoor lights adjusted, a window 

box was approved for the parsonage, bats continue to be a problem in the parsonage attic, 

looking at a plan to replace the Kewanee boiler and informing the congregation of the cost. 

Working on cleaning out and repairing storage areas in the church building, drinking fountain in 

the Fellowship Hall was removed, discussed updating lights in the hallway and several rooms in 

the Education Wing, patio entrance needs repair.  

Service & Mission – Mobile Food Pantry in our parking lot on April 17th. 

Outreach & Fellowship – no report 

Youth & Education  - no report 

Office hours: 9-12 & 1-4  Mon.-Thurs. 

Website: www.flcprinceton.org 

Check us out on Facebook. 

Phone: 815-875-1685 

Email: office.flcprinceton@gmail.com 

 

 

If you have any special announcements 
for Pastor to make during his taping, 
please get them to the office by 
Thursday.  Mailing does not guarantee 
we will get them before the Saturday 
taping.  Call and leave a message, 
email, or drop off a note. 
 

http://www.flcprinceton.org/
mailto:office.flcprinceton@gmail.com
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Council Cont. 

 

Worship & Music – meeting scheduled with Pastor on March 18th. 

Finance & Stewardship – no report 

Question: when will we be opening up and returning to more normal worship.  Answer: The 

Worship committee will be addressing these issues at their meeting. 

NOTE:  The Worship committee met with Pastor on March 18th.  Two items discussed were 

emailed to council members for approval: 

1. Removing the ropes from the pews, still asking people to distance themselves, but 

allowing more room to spread out.  

2. Allow singing with masks starting Easter Sunday.  (this was approved by the Health 

Department for St. Matthews prior to this meeting.) 
 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Family News 
 

ALTAR GUILD TEAMS 

April – Marilynne Kloster, Linda Bacon, JoAnne 

Kloepping 

May -  Mary Ann Smith, Dianne Van Drew 

June – Karen May, Julia Cain, Lani Swinford 
 

Please resume brass cleaning schedule as 

your team’s month comes around. 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st &  

Good Friday, April 2nd  

services will be at 7:00pm 
Saturday worship services will continue through 

the end of April and will be reevaluated. 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The following dates are open yet this year:   

April 11 & 25 – May 2, 9, 16 & 23 
Flowers need to be in the sanctuary before 

9:30am on Saturdays. 
Please call the office if you would like to 

schedule one of the above weekends. 
 

 APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

Tom & Jo Kloster  4/22 – 60th  

David & Emalie Ohlson  4/27 – 8th  

Dave & Gayle Little  4/29 – 20th  
A March anniversary was overlooked: 

Marvin & Nancy Hartz celebrated their 55
th
 on 

Friday, March 26
th
. 

PENTECOST MAY 23rd  

    We will be offering geraniums for display 
on Pentecost Sunday this year.  A form and 
price will be in next month’s newsletter. 

SATURDAY SERVICES ENDING 
 

 Saturday, May 29th will be the final 

Saturday service.  By that time, many people 

will have been vaccinated and we can go back 

to 1 service on Sunday mornings.  The Sunday 

service will be taped but will not be available 

until later in the day for viewing. 
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April Birthdays 

Larry Nelson  4/01 

Linda Bacon  4/02 

Jo Kloster  4/04 

Tonya Keller  4/04 

Tom Kloster Jr.  4/08 

Julie Miller  4/08 

Karen May  4/12 

Timothy Feuer  4/13 

Emalie Ohlson  4/13 

Mason Scruggs  4/13 

Lisa Widmark  4/15 

Phyllis Miller  4/16 

Judy Mugerdichian  4/17 

Marilyn Borri  4/17 

Sue Eggers  4/17 

Pete May  4/19 

Madison Kloster  4/21 

Kit Bonucci  4/21 

Jake Holland  4/23 

Hannah Muehlschegel  4/28 

Michael DiPietro 4/29 

Sara Scruggs  4/29 

    

 

2021 EASTER WORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

There will be several opportunities for Easter 
worship.  Call for reservation 815-875-1685. 
Choices: 

1. 9:30am Saturday morning 

2. 7:00am Sunday morning  

(if no more than 5 people by 3/27, the 7am 

service will be cancelled) 

3. 9:00am Sunday morning – FULL! 

4. 11:00am Sunday morning 

5. Watching from home 

   Thank you! 

 

 

Lost & Found 

A number of jackets, hats, gloves, 

sunglasses and a few other items are 

located on a table near the Library.  Check 

and see if any belong to you.  Soon after 

Easter, they will be taken to the Closet. 
 

Also, check the Kitchen for any casserole 

dishes or plates unclaimed.  They will also 

be donated to the Closet. 
 

  

 

RIVER BEND  

MOBILE FOOD PANTRY 
 

Scheduled for Saturday, April 17
th

 

Food distribution begins at 11:00am 

It will be held in 1
st

 Lutheran’s North 

Parking Lot and will be a drive-thru event. 

We’re asking people to stay in their cars 

and volunteers will load pre-boxed food 

directly into the trunks. 

Approx. 12 volunteers will be needed,  

talk to Glenn Allen. 

     AT YOUR SERVICE 

 We will begin adding back ushers and 

readers to our worship schedule.  Ushers are 

expected to take attendance and help with 

communion.  

 We need only 1 reader per Sunday, but 

that person will be reading 2 lessons & helping 

to lead the Psalm. Note, you will be recorded 

on video. There is a sign-up in church for these 

positions.   
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Some Bible Trivia for all ages: 
 

1.  What did God create first according to the words of 

Genesis, chapter 1? 

2. Which bird returned to Noah’s ark with an olive twig 

in it’s beak? 

3. On which road did the event described in the story of 

the Good Samaritan take place? 

4. Where does it say, “Save me, O God! For the waters 

have come up to my neck?” 

5. Who was killed by a tent peg hammered into his 

forehead? 

 

 

Continued  prayers  for: 

John Purvis, Janette Dunn, Mary Hull, Ruth Eklof,  

Kate Newby, Sara Himes, Scott Muehlschledgel, 

Judy Shofner’s sister, Earl Kessel (Ashley 

Busches’ dad), Matt Scruggs, Kayla Richardson, 

Denny Miller & family, the family of Rev. Art 

Stees. 

 

                                                                    
11:00am  Wednesdays 

6:00pm  Thursdays 

There will be NO Bible Study classes on 

March 31, April 1, April 14 & 15. 

Come, join one of these studies! 

Pastor’s Bible Study 

ANSWERS 
1.Light 

2.A dove 

3.The road from Jerusalem 

to Jericho 

4.Psalm 69 

5.Sisera (Judges 4:22) 


