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Faith While We Wait - The Crosswalk Devotional - August 25 

Faith While We Wait 
By: Laura Bailey  

Bible Reading: 
“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 

peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” Genesis 12:2-3 (NIV) 

“I am done! I have spent hours investing in this ministry, and after a year, still nothing has 
changed,” I yelled into the air. I’d felt confident in God’s leading me to start this new program for 
the community, yet everywhere I turned, I was faced with opposition, roadblocks, and general 
disappointment.  

Admittedly, I am great at starting things but horrible at finishing them– especially when I can’t 
see the fruits of my labor. I shared with my husband that I was contemplating throwing in the 
towel; I’d obviously misheard God speaking to my heart. My husband, who, thank goodness, is 
always there to calm me and offer a word of encouragement or a different perspective, gently 
nudged me to recall what we’d been studying in Sunday School recently. A few months prior, 
my husband and I began teaching through the book of Genesis, line by line. Just the previous 
week, we covered God’s promise to Abraham to make him into a great nation. God promises to 
give Abraham a purpose, a place, and people, but God doesn’t tell him how or when He will 

fulfill them. ⁠  

Let’s look at the first part of God’s promise to make Abraham into a great nation. This promise 
would have been difficult for Abraham to digest because at the time, he and his wife, Sarah, 
were childless. Abraham did have a son with his female slave, Hagar, but God is clear that he is 

not the one to whom God will fulfill his promise (Genesis 21:5). Eventually, God does give Sarah 
and Abraham a child, Isaac, but it is 25 years later! Talk about a test of patience and faith.  

The Lord also promises, “To your offspring I will give this land (Genesis 12:7). Abraham moves 
his family from the place they’ve always called home into a foreign land where they are 
strangers, temporary residents, all on a promise of future ownership.  

Abraham spends his life traveling through the Promised Land as a visitor; he never takes 
ownership in his lifetime. And, it will be many years before the Israelites inhabit it, after centuries 
of trials and tribulations. God does make Abraham’s name great so that he can bless the many 
generations before him. Yet, this doesn’t happen overnight; Abraham dies before he sees the 
fulfillment of God’s promises. But as we know, God was faithful to keep His promise. 

It’s easy to get discouraged when we don’t see earthly results, but that doesn’t mean God isn't 

at work. God works on His timeline, not ours. Abraham is listed in Hebrews 11 as a man who 
walked by faith. If you read through Abraham’s story, you will see that he didn’t always walk by 
faith flawlessly, yet he trusted in God to keep His promises. Abraham obeyed God’s commands 
without knowing the outcome.  

As I think about Abraham and the numerous others in Scripture who walked by faith, even when 
they didn’t see results, they continued to press on to what God called them to do. Selfishly, I 
pray I will be able to see positive movement in ministry visually, but if not, I’ll remind myself that 
even when I can’t see it, God is faithful. 
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Intersecting Faith & Life: 

Has God called you to something, but you are struggling to remain faithful? Write down 3 
promises that God fulfilled in Scripture and put them somewhere to encourage you when you're 
wavering.  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Council Summary – July 2026 

June minutes and financial reports were approved. 

Pastor’s report – regular monthly activities, 1 funeral for Carolyn Mahon. Other: Old Wheels set-up & car show,  

Looking ahead: Funeral of Deb Lindberg July 11, VBS July 12-16, Pastor’s family visiting, Mobile Food Pantry July 

30
th
, Greenfield Chapel Service Aug. 13

th
, Wittenberg Door Aug. 20

th
. 

Administrator’s report – June attendance 88 in person, 65 views. 2 office computers replaced & updated, cost 

$2617.23.  North refrigerator needs repair, ice maker quit working. Roofing will start July 27
th
. 

Property -  Contract with Santana to provide natural gas to NiCor at 0.1369 per THM, will take effect in December.  

Contracts should be reviewed by the committee involved and signed by the church office administrator.  A motion 

was made, seconded and approved. Committee reviewed pictures of work done on the bell and bell tower room. 

Discussed the temperature the sanctuary AC units should be set. 

Service & Mission – No meeting. 

Outreach & Fellowship – No meeting, working on Rally Day. 

Youth & Education – No meeting. 

Worship & Music – Verbal report one of our pianist’s has requested pay of $150 for weddings & funerals.  Council 

moved to approve that amount.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED MON. SEPT. 7TH  
 

Office Hours: 9-12 & 1-4 Mon. – Thurs. 
Website: www.flcprinceton.org  
Check us on Facebook. 
Phone: 1-815-875-1685 
Email: office.flcprinceton@gmail.com 
 

 

Special announcements for the bulletin, or 
the screen, need to be to the office by 

Thursday morning.  Call, leave a message, 
email, or drop off a note. Newsletter 

deadline will be the 20th day of 
September for the October Newsletter. 

ALTAR GUILD 
September – Mary Ann Smith, Lynn Holland 
October – Karen May, Julia Cain, Lani Swinford 
November – June Ohlson, Cindy Pierson, Laurie Anderson 

 
 

Open dates for flowers: 

September 13 & 20, October 18 & 25 

 Nov. 1, 8, & 29 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

http://www.flcprinceton.org/
mailto:office.flcprinceton@gmail.com
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Council Summary – August 2026 

July minutes & financial reports were approved. 

Correspondence received: Notes of acknowledgement were received from Second Hand Ranch, Christmas for 

Kids, Freedom House, Lutheran Child & Family Services and LCMC. 

Pastor’s Report - Regular monthly activities, 3 funerals in July (Jerry Carver, Deb Lindberg & Ross Weber), 

Vacation Bible School July 12-16
th
, Ice Cream Social July 16

th
, Mobile Food Pantry July 30

th
. Other activities: LCW 

Lunch in the Park Aug. 7, Greenfield Chapel Aug. 13, Wittenberg Door Aug. 20, Wedding Aug. 29, Confirmation 

classes and Bible Studies begin September 9
th
 & 10

th
, PMA meeting here Sept. 10, Rally Day Sept. 20 & next 

Mobile Food Pantry Sept. 24.    

Administrator’s Report – July attendance 89 and 53 views.  

Property – Additional fuel charge of $100 for elevator maintenance, layer of plywood needed on roof of the old part 

of the church to meet code, gutters need replacing, North Bay window on parsonage will have top raised to improve 

drainage, new GE refrigerator purchased to replace the north old one at a cost of $1899, will be requesting funds 

from Endowment for future work of new gutters, tuck pointing & painting that needs to be done.  Copper from the 

valleys of the old roof will be recycled & money returned to Building Fund, roofing work has caused much dust to 

sift down on pews & woodwork.  Sanctuary has been cleaned but may need additional cleaning.  Pastor’s AC has 

quit. 

Service & Mission – July benevolence Children’s Christmas Gift Fund $500, Lutheran Child & Family Service 

$2000. August benevolence $3000 to World Mission Prayer League, July Mobile Food Pantry served 117 families & 

297 individuals, total for the VBS shoe drive was $804.50. Next Mobile Food Pantry Sept. 24. 

Outreach & Fellowship - Rally Day lunch – chicken will be provided & other sides & desserts will be potluck.  

Youth & Education -  Bingo game for Rally Day, Sunday School 2026-27 materials ordered, VBS 17 students & 28 

staff people, expenses for VBS $939 & income was $1166 from Thrivent Choice, additional donations as well as a 

$250 Thrivent Action Card. $804.50 collected for Another Child shoe project.   

Worship & Music – Candles ordered for Advent, kid’s bags & pew cards checked.  Met again Sunday 8/9 to 

discuss accompanist situation.   

Finance – Operating income is $37,623 less than expenses through the end of July. 

New Business – Ask Memorial Committee if computer money can come through them plus purchasing additional 

small computer for the security monitor in sanctuary.  Council voted to hold the Annual Meeting January 24
th
, 2027, 

Club 56 moving Jr. High Bible Study to Tuesday mornings at 7:00am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Tuesday, September 1st  
1:00pm – Library Committee 
7:00pm – Property, Youth,  
Service & Mission, Finance 

 

Wednesday, September 3rd  
10:30am – Worship Meeting 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 
3:30pm – Tuesday, September 8th   

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP 
10:00am – Tuesday, September 8 & 22 

 

QUILTERS 
1:00pm – Thursday, September 10 & 24 

PMA Lunch Meeting 

Thursday, September 10th 

12:00 noon 

First Lutheran hosting in the Library. 

JULY MOBILE FOOD PANTRY 
 

Our July food distribution served 117 

families/297 individuals.  

Thank you all for your assistance. 

 

FINAL HYMN SING SUNDAY 

September 13th will be our final Hymn 

Sing Sunday this year.  Make note of 

your favorites. 
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Lutheran World Relief 

School Kits 

Thank you all so much for your 
generous donations.   

The only item needed now is a few 
more pencil sharpeners! 

See you in October to pack  
these items for shipping. 

Thanks again! 

 
September  

 

Mickey Frazier  9/1 

Lydia Gaster  9/2 

Abby Shipp  9/3 

David Ohlson  9/5 

Jean Schoff  9/6 

Sue Scruggs  9/7 

Gayle Little  9/10 

Nick Smith  9/12 

Khloee Jaques  9/13 

Lydia Kyle  9/14 

Dave Little  9/15 

Roger Munson  9/15 

Caroline Ramirez  9/16 

Beth Dieng  9/19 

Vada DiPietro  9/20 

Bryan Busche  9/24 

Bill Shields  9/25 

Wally Antas  9/29 

Chad Taylor  9/30 

 
 
 

 

 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 

Tuesday, September 15   
9:30am - Rebekah Circle  

3:00pm Lydia Circle 

 

             
 

 
Ben & Mickey Frazier  9/1 
Elise Swinford & Ken Mecum  9/5 
Katie Swinford & Joel Hanlon  9/7 
Becky & Patrick Delaney 9/16 
Rick & Betty Cook  9/23 
Bob & Susan Pierson  9/23 
Mike & Sue Eggers  9/23 
Ruth Ann & Lloyd Gallentine   9/24 

 

  
 we welcome new members! 

Please join us 

7:00pm Wednesdays - In the Choir Loft 

 

 
These classes begin: 

Confirmation 

Wed., September 9th at 6:00pm 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study  

Wed., September 9th at 11:00am 

Thurs., September 10th at 6:00pm 
 

Sunday School Classes 

Sunday, September 27th at 10:45am 

 

LCW News 

Mary Ann Smith was selected as acting 

LCW president until January to finish out 

Deb Lindberg’s term. 

Anniversaries 

September 
 

Choir Practices 

have started . . . 
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NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY! 
 

     The Library Committee has several new 

books you may want to check out. 
 

The Treasure of the Celtic Triangle Series #2 

The Green Hills of Snowdonia 

  By Michael Phillips 

Chesapeake Valor Series #4 

Dead Drift       By Dani Pettrey 

Code of Honor Series #3 

Dark Ambitions  By Irene Hannon 
 

Books By Robert Whitlow: 

A Time to Stand 

The Witnesses 

A House Divided 

The Confession 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come enjoy a day of worship, fun and food. 

Please bring a lawn chair & a dish to pass. 

Lunch will begin at 11:00am 

Fried chicken will be provided, please bring 

other sides or desserts to share. 

 

 
Quilt & Prayer Shawl Sunday  

LWR quilts & Prayer shawls will be 

displayed & dedicated  

on Sunday, Sept. 27th. 

 

Our Sympathy to the family of 

Ross Weber 

Ross passed away 7/20/26 

His services were held here on 7/25/26 

Our prayers for his wife, Susan, daughter 

Becky, son Ross, grandchildren & 

brothers. 

Rally Day / 
Outdoor Worship 

Sunday, September 20 
9:30am – 12:30pm 

 
 

Our Sympathy to the family of 

Gerald “Jerry” Carver 

Jerry passed away 6/30/26 

His services were held here on 7/3/26 

Our prayers for Dorothy, his wife,  

and his children Shelley, Jeffery, Debra,  

Diane & Dave. 

 

Our Sympathy to 

Linda Bacon.  Linda’s brother,  

Ray Chamberlin Jr. passed away on 

August 4th in Arizona. 

Our Sympathy to the family of 

Deb Lindberg 

Deb passed away 6/25/26 

Her services were held here on 7/11/26 

Our prayers for her daughter Keri, son-in-law 

Kris, grandson Rece Komorn, and her twin 

brother Ray Larson. 

Congratulations on Baby Girl 

Willow Briar Saunders 

Born 7/30/26 – 8 lbs. 5 oz. 

Parents: Kyle and Katie Saunders. 
Big sister: Juniper Saunders 

Grandparents: Steve & Sharon Saunders 
 

 

Our Sympathy to 

Bob & Eileen Prusator 

Their great-granddaughter Kody,  

passed away recently. 

Our prayers are with the whole family. 
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Continued prayers for:   
 

Cancer patients:  Barb Amrein (friend of Mary Lee 

Twidell- Lymphoma), Tina Nutter (stepmom to Gage & 

Dash Nutter-cancer),  Eric Davis (brother-in-law of Rob 

Buchanan), Becky Wicinski (sister of Tim Ploch – 

cancer), Michael Frandsen (brother of Lani Swinford), 

Leslie Johnson (cancer), Rob Dunn(cancer), 

Eileen Prusator (cancer),  Dave Caldwell (cancer). 

Others: Linda Bacon (back pain), Pat Polson 

(fractured vertebrae @ Liberty Village), Sue Eggers 

(fractured vertebrae, waiting on treatment), Lynne 

Swanson (recovering from broken hip), Chad Errio 

(awaiting heart surgery), Val Blythe (awaiting heart 

surgery),  Dave Little (health issues), Dawn Dabler 
(liver issues, wife of Jerome Dabler nephew of Mary Lee 

Twidell & Nancy Hartz), Ray Schoff (health issues), 

Sarah Smith (health issues, friend of Judy Carlsen),  

Kim Bazant (daughter of Jackie Pilcher, health issues), 

Nick Smith (health issues), Randy Holoway (friend 

of Jim & Sue Scruggs, lung infection), Mason Scruggs 
(footfall ankle injury) 

Mobile Food Pantry 

9:00am - Thursday, September 24th. 

Bureau County Fairgrounds 

Please bring a wagon. 
 

Rainforest Falls VBS 2026 

     We had a total of 17 students at VBS and 28 

adults & teens helping.   

      Thank you to everyone who helped that week 

and to the congregation for supporting us & 

feeding us with your food donations every night.  

 The kids collected $531.50 during the week 

and the congregation gave an additional $273.00 

for a total of $804.50.  35 pairs of shoes can be 

purchased for Another Child Foundation. Thank 

you all so much, June Ohlson 
 

2 New Flower Shops  

in Princeton: 
 

 

We are pleased to report that we have  

2 new flower shops in Princeton & have positive 

reports for both businesses.  

Both ladies were designers for Julia Cain. 
 

Bloom Ritual  - 815-853-1757 

905 N. Main St. 
 

Garden of Eden - 815-875-3819 

(Old Bean Buzz bldg.)  815-217-1831 

130 N. Main St. 
 

You may use either flower shop or continue to 

use Lani here for silk arrangements, but you will 

need to make the arrangements to get any fresh 

flowers to the church and you will need the 

special green plastic liners for our vases found in 

the Kitchenette. 

A Baby Shower  

 

was held for 

Erick & Mackenzie Geldean Gonzales 

on Saturday, August 15th. 

Mackenzie’s baby is due in November. 

Congratulations to Mackenzie & Erick and 

Grandparents Kevin & Kristin Geldean 

& Great Grandpa Larry Nelson 

Aunt & Uncle Emalie & David Ohlson 

Cousins Anna June, Ruby & Harlan 

 

 

 
 

Lacey Chriest & Josiah Johnston 
married here on August 29th  

Josiah is the grandson of  
Louise Thompsen. 

Note to all: 

Pastor Shields’ birthday is  

September 25th!  It’s a special one. 

 

Best 

Wishes! 

 

 

 

  Congratulations & Best Wishes to 

 Madison Kloster & George Jarka 

 Who exchanged wedding vows on 

 Friday, August 14th, 2026 

Parents:  Tom & Marilynne Kloster 

Grandparents: Tom & Jo Kloster  

& Lynne Swanson 
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EXPLORER’S BIBLE STUDY 

Please join us this fall for an ecumenical  

Bible study on the books of Ruth, Esther, 

Ezra, and Nehemiah.   

The group meets weekly beginning 

September 16th & 17th at the following  

times & places: 

Daytime group - 9:30 – 11:00am Wednesdays 

Christ Community Church 

Nighttime group - 6:30 – 8:00pm Thursdays 

St. Matthews Lutheran Church 

Call Sue Scruggs with questions:  

815-303-1446 

 

Abigail Women’s Center 

Annual Fund Raising Banquet 

Thursday, October 1st, 2026 

Senica’s Oak Ridge Banquet Center 

658 East US Highway 6, LaSalle, IL 

Reserve online/phone: 

815-538-3044 

www.AbigailWC.com/2026 

Please RSVP by September 11, 2026 

Adults only, seating limited.  Sunday Attire. 

ROOFING PROJECT REPORT 

Check out our Facebook page for some 

incredible pictures of the project. 

      The work started on July 27th & immediately 

it was discovered that the old original sheeting 

boards attached to the rafters were not up to 

code because of gaps in between the boards 

(normal when the church was built). After plywood 

was added, the original copper valleys were 

removed but could not be reused because of 

the possibility of leaking.  They were replaced 

with aluminum.  This added to the cost & we 

are working it out with our insurance adjuster. 

      The parsonage was also re-shingled & flat 

roofs on the front porch & bay windows were 

recovered.   

      The job took most of 2 weeks.  They worked 

through some very hot days & long days 

(working into the evening hours for several days). They 

did get rained out a couple of days. 

      Overall, we have been satisfied with their 

work.  A couple of small jobs are in the process 

of being completed.   

LCMC Annual Gathering 

October 4th – 7th 

West Des Moines, Iowa 

You can register online to attend. 

www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering  

Register by September 10th  

There will be no late registration. 

 

NEW GE REFRIGERATOR ! 

A new GE stainless steel, French door 

refrigerator has been purchased to replace 

the one on the north side in the kitchen. 

The ice maker had quit working & the 

compressor showing signs of failure.  The 

French doors should allow better access. 

Lunch-in-the-Park 

Bake Sale 
 

Thanks to all who contributed baked goods 

& helped with the sale.  Thanks to those who 

purchased our goods.  We made $811.75! 

Please Help! 

    We are very short of volunteers 

for ushers, readers, prayer leaders 

and communion assistants. These jobs 

are not difficult to do and any 

instructions necessary will be given.  

We will work with your schedule. Tell 

us when you can or cannot be 

scheduled.  Please contact the office 

or anyone on the Worship Committee. 

http://www.abigailwc.com/2026
http://www.lcmc.net/annual-gathering
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Endowment Committee 
    The Endowment Committee will meet again on 
November 16th. Our mission categories are: Missions, 
Scholarships, and Community Outreach.  We will be 
deciding on worthy organizations to grant some of our 
funds. Please let the office know if you have any 
organization in mind or talk to Don, T.J., Tony, Julia or 
John.  

CLUB 56 

Jr. High Breakfast Club / Bible Study 

     Again this year both the boys & girls 

groups will meet here at First Lutheran on 

Tuesday mornings before school at 7:00am 

for breakfast and then break into two groups 

for their Bible Study.  Then off to school at 

7:45am.  We are happy to have them here & 

we are at a good location to Logan Jr. High. 

 St. Matthews  

Saintly Spaghetti Supper 

4:30-7:00pm  

Saturday, Sept. 19th 

$10 per person 

$8 for children 12 & under 

Age 3 & under Free 

Carry outs available 

Raffle tickets for many prizes. 

CLUB 56 – JR. HIGH AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 
 

We would appreciate snack items to be donated to our Jr. High After School Program.  A list of all items is 

in the back of church.  Please stick to those specific brand items listed due to food allergies. 

You may bring any of these items to church & they will be given to Club 56. 

 

Save The Date 

Grande Masquerade Ball 

Benefiting Freedom House 

Friday, December 18th, 2026 

@ Hornbaker Gardens, Princeton 

More details are coming. 

The Last Rodeo 
Free Movie 

7:30pm - Saturday, Sept. 12th 

Evangelical Covenant Church 

Parking Lot 

24 N. Main St., Princeton 

Grab a Chair, a friend & 

JOIN US! 

Free Popcorn & Root Beer Floats! 

Sidewalk Edger & Three Wheel Bike 

     Gay Kyle has a sidewalk edger that runs & works 

to give away.  Anyone interested in having it to do 

edging, may have it.  If you were to sell it, she asks 

that the church receive ½ the sale price since you are 

getting it free. 

     Also, she has a 3 wheel Schwinn bike to sell for 

$115 in excellent condition. 

STOP! 

    Thank you for all the book donations to the 

Little Free Library.  We have plenty. Please save 

any additional books you may have for a later 

time.  We can’t store any more right now.  Thank 

you for your response to our need. 

“Have fun, even if it’s not the same kind of fun 

everyone else is having. –C.S. Lewis 
 

“If you’re not having a good time, find 

something else that gives you some joy in life. 

--Penny Marshall 


