JULY & AUGUST 2026 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”
(Galatians 5:1, ESV)

Our kids have often joked about the fact that, when they were young, every one of our family vacations
was sure to include a baseball game and a battlefield. And that was certainly true of our trip to the east coast in
1995. On our way out, we spent a day at the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. Then, a couple of
days later, we went to a game at historic Fenway Park in Boston. We saw the Chicago White Sox beat the
hometown Red Sox 5 to 4, scoring two runs in the top of the ninth inning to pull out the victory.

So with the baseball game taken care of, the next morning we headed out to a couple of battlefields. The
first place that we visited was Lexington, Massachusetts. Late on the evening of April 18, 1775, about 700 British
soldiers marched out from Boston to confiscate a stockpile of weapons that had been collected by the American
colonists near the town of Concord. Three men, Paul Revere, William Dawes, and Samuel Prescott, rode out into
the countryside to warn the colonists that the British were coming. The men of the local militia at Lexington knew
that the British would have to pass through their town in order to get to Concord. So they waited all night at
Buckman Tavern, just off the village green.

At dawn, the British regulars marched into Lexington. They intended to simply pass through the town on
their way to Concord, but they encountered about 80 militiamen assembled on the green. Neither side wanted to
engage in battle that morning. The British were not interested in Lexington and the militiamen knew that they
were greatly outnumbered. But as they stared each other down in the early morning light, someone fired a shot.
No one knows which side it came from. But it became known as “The Shot Heard Round the World,” because it
was the spark that started the American Revolution.

As our family stood on Lexington Green on that July afternoon in 1995, | was surprised by how emotional |
felt. | knew that this was where it had all begun. This was where the United States of America was really born.
Later in our trip, we made a stop in Philadelphia. There we visited Independence Hall. We stood in the very room
where the members of the Continental Congress signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776,
launching the greatest experiment in political freedom that the world has ever seen.

This year we celebrate the 250" anniversary of that event. And | am glad to say that the freedoms which
were expressed in that document and fought for in that war are still enjoyed in America today. | know that there
have been many conflicts and obstacles along the way. The greatest threat to freedom was that, at the time the
nation was founded, there were many men and women who were not free. They were the African American
slaves living primarily in the southern part of the country. We would have to fight another war, the Civil War, to
bring an end to slavery. And in the 161 years since the end of that war, we have had to fight many political and
social battles to protect the freedoms that were declared in 1776.

Political freedom is a precious thing, a thing worth fighting for, a thing not to be taken for granted. But in
the Bible verse above, from the book of Galatians, the Apostle Paul talks about an even more important kind of
freedom. He talks about spiritual freedom. Just as with our political freedom, our spiritual freedom was won at a
great cost. Jesus suffered and died on the cross for our sins. Then he rose from the dead on Easter Sunday,
declaring his victory over sin and death and the power of Satan. Now he offers spiritual freedom to all who will
believe in him and dedicate their lives to his kingdom.
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But because of our sinful nature, we all struggle to live in that freedom. Whenever we commit a sin,
whenever we think, speak, or act in a way that is contrary to the Word of God, we are turning away from the
freedom that Jesus is offering us. Paul describes it as “submitting again to the yoke of slavery.” Jesus knows that
if we will live according to his word, our lives will be more peaceful, and more joyful, and more fulfilling. We will
have what Jesus calls “abundant life.” He died on the cross and rose again so that we could have this life.

But we will never fully achieve spiritual freedom while we are on this earth. We will always feel the tug of
sin and we will sometimes submit to its yoke. Once we are in heaven, we will never sin again. Only then will we
know what true freedom feels like. But as long as we are in these mortal bodies, we can strive to live in the
freedom that we have been given. We can seek to do the will of God in all areas of our lives. And when we fail,
we know that we can always turn to our Savior in repentance and he will always forgive us. And he will put us
back on the right path and encourage us to live for him.

So | urge everyone to value the freedoms that we have in America. Never take those freedoms for
granted. But as we celebrate our political freedom this summer, let us remember that the greatest freedom we
have is the spiritual freedom won for us by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Use your freedom to live for Jesus.
Use your freedom to worship him every Sunday this summer and for the rest of your life. Amen and Amen.

Pastor Shields

Special announcements for the bulletin, or
the screen, need to be to the office by
Thursday morning. Call, leave a message,
email, or drop off a note. Newsletter
deadline will be the 20" day of August for
the September Newsletter.

ALTAR FLOWERS

The open dates coming up:
July 20, August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Please call the office if you would like to
schedule one of the above Sundays

l Office Hours: 9-12 & 1-4 Mon. — Thurs. 1
Website: www.flcprinceton.org

| Check us on Facebook. | July — June Ohlson, Cindy Pierson, Laurie Anderson
Phone: 1-815-875-1685 I

Email: office.ficprinceton@amail.com August — Marilynne Kloster, JoAnne Kloepping
___________ — September — Mary Ann Smith, Lynn Holland

ALTAR GUILD

Special Congregational Meeting — May 31, 2026

A quorum was present. A motion was made to approve the bid of $90,879.89. The bid was amended to raise the
amount to $104.759 as the original bid did not include the higher quality shingles we wanted. Both the amended
motion and the original motion passed. The entire cost will be covered by our insurance minus the deductible.
Council Summary: JUNE 2026

The minutes from the May meeting & financial reports were approved.

Pastor’s report — Regular monthly activities, 6 vacation days, Old Wheels meeting 5/2, Confirmation 5/3, PMA
meeting 5/14, Greenfield Chapel 5/14, Mobile Food Pantry 5/20.
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Council Cont.

Admin. Report - May attendance 98 in person, 58 views. Received donation from Fiocchi Funeral Home for VBS.
Office computers need to be replaced as those models cannot be upgraded to Windows 11.

Property — Contract signed with Boss Roofing, Bell tower roof was tarred, moisture still leaking through the bricks,
AC in Library repaired, upstairs classroom can be used for flower arranging, Little Free Library post straightened,
Service & Mission — Benevolence paid in June: Freedom House $500, LCMC Mission Church Loan fund $2000, LCW
Quilters $500. Next Mobile Food Pantry July 30", Baby bottles due back on Father’s Day, Old Wheels June 20",
assisting VBS with donations for Another Child.

Outreach & Fellowship — no meeting, working on Rally Day food.

Youth & Education — Volunteers needed for VBS, supplies ordered, VBS offering to Another Child Shoe Drive.
Worship & Music — Discussed Flowers by Julia closing & alternatives. Lani Swinford will make silk arrangements
for a donation of $20, people will not be able to take them home. Fresh flowers can be purchased, but people will
have to get them here. Hymn Sing Sundays will be July 12 & Aug. 9, discussed accompanist situation.

Finance — YTD Operating Fund negative $23,900.

Endowment — Request approved for seminary student $4500.

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP CIRCLE MEETINGS
10:00am — Tuesday, July 14 & 28 Tuesday, July 21st

August 11 & 25 9:30am - Rebekah Circle

UILTERS No Lydia Circle meeting.
1:00pm - Thursday, July 9 & 23

August 13 & 27

Anniversaries I

............................................................................. : _ July & August |

COMMITTEE MEETINGS | Kevin & Terri Pinter 7/12 :

Tuesday, July 7 : Gary & Nancy Monier 7/20 |

COUNCIL MEETS 1 WEEK EARLY |  Andrew & Angie Pierson 8/2 :

Committees will be on their own if they . Jeff & Rachel Gastor 8/8 I
need to meet at all in July. | Alan & Glenda Knotek 8/10

: Bill & Lisa Shields 8/14 I
i Robert & Eileen Prusator 8/16 -
. Dave & Pam Cain 8/16

| Jerry & Pam Zibert 8/16

- Brad & JoAnne Kloepping 8/18

Tuesday, August 4
1:00pm - Library Committee
7:00pm — Property, Youth,
Service & Mission, Finance

COUNCIL MEETING | Ed & Marge Laine 8/22

Tuesday, August 11 : Don & Sheila Kyle 828 |
: 3:30PM — COUNCIL MTG. | Keith & Julia Cain 8/29
e M - (would have celebrated 45 yrs.) !
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Altar Flower News

. - [—
- - | W Py |
Since Flowers by Julia has closed you : w :
may still donate altar flowers in memory or in ! q I

honor of a special occasion. Lani Swinford will | % |
make silk arrangements. We ask for a $20 i July & August I
donation to First Lutheran’s Flower Fund. You . Tricia Hopkins 7/1 :
will not be able to take them home. | Mike Hult 7/3 !
- Zachary Schuetz 7/3 :

If you want fresh flowers, you will need ' Louise Thompsen 7/3 '

to pick up the special containers here at the | Gay Kyle 7/6 I
church and make arrangements yourself to get j Duane Smith 7/6 i
them here. Please let the office know your : Stevg Busche 7/7 :
. . | Jennifer Jaques 7/7 I
intentions. :

- Kristin Johnson 7/9 :
| Nancy Hartz 7/10 |
| Harlan Ohlson 7/10 i
- Pam Zibert 7/15 :
| Norm Femrite 7/16 '
| Larry Danielson 7/18 i
- Nancy Monier 7/20 :
| Gary Monier 7/21 !
| Katie Swinford 7/22 i
- Chrisalyn Porter 7/25 :
| Evelyn Sale 7/25 !
| Rachel Gaster 7/26 i
- Jacob Jaques 7/27

VBS July 12-16, 2026
5:00 - 7:30pm
Sunday - Thursday
There is room for more
students to register.

There are sign-up sheets for food donations
in the back of the sanctuary.
Registration forms also in the back.

i Domanik Anderson 8/4 I
. Andrew Pierson 8/5 :

. . | Marilynne Kloster 8/10 '

VBS Mission | Lily Phillips 8/10 |

Another Child : Ben Shields 8/12 :

, o | Gail Ohison 8/13 !

' We z‘are suppo'rtmg Another Child’s Shoe | Westyn Widmer 8/14 i
Drive during VBS this year. : June Ohlson 8/15 :
We will encourage the children to give their I Lisa Shields 8/15 I

nickels, dimes, quarters or dollar bills each day. | Wendy Ohlson 8/17 |
: Angie Borri 8/18 :

Every $23 collected will purchase a pair of shoes | April Buchanan 8/21 |
for children in Romania. We are collecting cash | Dean Lauf 8/22 I
only as the shoes will be purchased in that - Donna Purl 8/24 :
country to avoid shipping costs. I Sheila Kyle 8/25 I

The congregation is invited to help VBS | (K;Z?;g\‘ljvaa?gii 88//22% |
students with this project during VBS week, | Jerry Zibert 8/30 [
July 12-16™. | |
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Old Wheels Report % BABY BOTTLES
We received $1490 in donations There are still a few baby
for the food served. An additional $1200 bottles that have not been turned
in donations was also received for a in. Please bring them back as soon
total of $2690. as you can.
The LCW Bake Sale made $844.92.
It was a great day, good attendance T P T PP PN .
& the weather was perfect. . :
Thank you to all who helped! : ‘@22 | HYMNSING SUNDAYS! | :

You are appreciated!

We will have 3 more “Hymn Sing”
_________________________________ Sundays this summer on July 12",
' Lutheran World Relief I = August 9"and September 13".

1 . . You have time to make a list of your :
: School Kits .o :

| ) ) ] ; + favorites to request on those dates.

- Soon school supplies will be appearing on store . =

I ape . .- IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII .
shelves. It means that families are preparing for a !

new school year and that it is time for us to collect !

I' items for Lutheran World Relief School Kits. School 1 LCW
I can be prohibitively expensive for many families | Lunch-in-the-Park Bake Sale
I around the world. Providing school supplies | Friday, August 7th

! lessens that burden and supports mission schools. | Bring your special baked goods to the

I Needed items: I park by 1lam or drop them off at
I 70 sheet spiral notebooks (wide or college ruled) | church before 10am.

! NO loose-leaf paper I The Old Wheels Bake Sale

i Rulers with both inch & centimeter markings : made $844.92.

Manual pencil sharpeners , Charities receiving the proceeds from
Pink 2 % inch rectangular erasers

I ) : these events will be determined later.
Blunt or safety scissors w/embedded steel blades !

Crayons in 16 or 24 count boxes !
Ball point pens (no gel ink) |

Note: All items should be new. School Bags will be Books! Books!

provided. Items can be left on or under the back |

; Books!
I table at church. I

The Library Committee is in need of books
to place in the Little Free Library out in front of
the church. We could use books for both adults
and children. If you have any books that you

Rally Day / Outdoor Worship i
is scheduled for |
Sunday, September 20™. E

care to donate, please leave them in the
donation box in the library. Thank You!
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Mobile Food Pantry
9:00am - Thursday, July 30™
Bureau County Fairgrounds
! Please bring a wagon, if you have one. |

! The May 30" Mobile served 141 families I
! & 331 individuals |
! September 24" is the next one. I

Bureau Township Community Church .

. Invites the community to an
: Ice Cream Social & Hymn Sing .
. 5:00pm :
. Sunday, July 12, 2026

Featuring the quartet group Riven. :

= Rivenis a quartet of Southern Gospel & Modern
Worship featuring 4 part harmony out of

St. Louis, MO. -

Hymn-Sings offer the audience a chance to

remember & sing some favorite hymns. Attendees =

will be able to request their favorites.

Ice Cream & Cake to follow.
The Church is located at 19126 Wyanet-Walnut Rd., -

. Princeton.

! Continued prayers for: I
. Cancer patients: Gary Schaill, Barb Amrein

I (friend of Mary Lee Twidell- Lymphoma), Tina Nutter I

. (stepmom to Gage & Dash Nutter-cancer), Eric Davis

I (brother-in-law of Rob Buchanan), Rodney Smith (Brother I
: of Duane Smith), Logan Kari (2-year old nephew of Deb

| Lindberg), Becky Wicinski (sister of Tim Ploch), Michael |
. Frandsen (brother of Lani Swinford), Leslie Johnson, !
= Rob Dunn, Eileen Prusator, Mary Willock (sister of -
I Gay Kyle).

» Others: Lynne Swanson (broken hip, at Bounce Back :
I Liberty Village), Pat Polson (health issues), Chad Errio I
. (son-in-law of Jerry & Pam Zibert-heart valve replacement),

* Val Blythe (waiting for heart surgery), Ray Schoff

I (health issues), Dawn Dabler (liver issues-wife of Jerome

* Dabler, who is nephew to Mary Lee Twidell & Nancy Hartz), :
I Deb Lindberg (breathing issues), Sarah Smith (friend I
. of Judy Carlson, recovering from a fall), Kim Bazant

* (daughter of Jackie Pilcher, on dialysis, waiting for kidney

I transplant), Nick Smith (health issues),

Our Sympathy
To the family of Carolyn Mahon who passed
away 5/30/26. Services for Carolyn were held
here on 6/5/26.

To the family of Rich Still (husband of Sharon
Polson Still) who passed away on 6/2/26.
Services for Rich were held in Peoria on 6/10/26.

Freedom House
Garden Walk
Saturday, July 11, 2026
Tickets - $45 per person

» Check in & register at 8:30am at the
Princeton Train Depot.

Garden Tours run from 9am — 4pm
Visits to 3 public gardens & 3-4 private
gardens with guided tours by Ellen Starr.

<,

o,
0‘0

o,
0‘0

Please bring your own water & comfortable
walking shoes. The day will conclude at
Hornbaker Garden’s with light refreshments &
raffle drawings.
Garden Iltems Raffle
Tickets $10 each or 5 for $40
3 beautiful prizes
e Pair of Resin Adirondack chairs
w/small table
e Framed garden-themed artwork
e Large garden basket filled with tools &
accessories

Opportunities for Youth
St. Matthews Lutheran Sunday afternoon
programs for youth of all ages:

BLAST
Bible lessons & Singing
4:30pm for PreK-12" grades

YOUTH GROUP FORMATION
Youth directed activities & conversation
Non-demoninational
4:30pm for 8" grade & up

KEEP ON PLAYING
For those who play an instrument
3 bands
Jr. High ensemble
High School Chamber ensemble
High School Jazz — Jam band
Find out more at:
StMatthewsPrinceton.org/KeepOnPlaying




