December 2025 FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

“The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.” (John 1:9, ESV)

| love the season of Advent. It means that Christmas is coming soon! At this darkest time of the
year, we are preparing to celebrate the birthday of Jesus, the “true light” who came into the world. He
came to save us from our sins and lift us out of the darkness. And now the light of Christ shines in the
heart of every believer, making this season one of the most joyful times of the entire year.

To prepare our hearts for Christmas, | will be preaching two different sermon series during
Advent. The first series, based on one of the most important chapters of the Old Testament, will be
presented on three of the four Sunday mornings of Advent (the third Sunday of Advent will be the
Children’s Christmas Program).

Then, on the three Wednesdays of Advent, | will be doing a series with my son, Pastor Matt
Shields, of Cana Lutheran Church in Washington, lllinois. | will preach here at First Lutheran on the first
two Wednesdays, and then Pastor Matt and | will switch pulpits on the third Wednesday. The
Wednesday services will begin at 7:00 p.m. We will have soup and sandwich suppers in the fellowship
hall from 5:30-6:45 p.m. on those nights.

Here are the details of the two sermon series. | hope that you can join us for all of the Sundays
and Wednesdays of this very important and joyful season of the Church Year!

Sunday Sermon Series in Advent
“Hear, O Israel!”
(Three Advent Lessons from Deuteronomy 6)

Sunday, November 30 Part 1 — “Love”

Sunday, December 7 Part 2 — “Loyalty”

Sunday, December 14 Children’s Christmas Program
Sunday, December 21 Part 3 — “Legacy”

Wednesday Sermon Series in Advent
“The Family Tree of the Messiah”

Wednesday, December 3 — Part 1: “A Family of Sinners” (Judah & David) — Pastor Bill Wednesday,
December 10 — Part 2: “A Family of Redemption” (Ruth) — Pastor Bill
Wednesday, December 17 — Part 3: “A Family of Faith” (Abraham, Jacob, & David) — Pastor Matt

An Advent Prayer

Heavenly Father, during this season of Advent, we pray that you will shine the light of your Son, Jesus
Christ, into our hearts. Fill us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his birth. Fill us with peace as we live
in this world of turmoil. And fill us with love for you and for our neighbors, until the day when we see
Jesus face to face in Heaven. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Pastor Shields
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Special announcements for the bulletin, or ALTAR FLOWERS

the screen, ne.'ed to be to the office by December — Marilynne Kloster, JoAnne Kloepping
Thursday morning. Call, leave a message, January — Mary Ann Smith, Lynn Holland

email, or drop off a no te. Newsletter February — Karen May, Julia Cain, Lani Swinford
deadline will be the 20" day of December

for the January Newsletter.

S —

All Committee Chairpersons

I Office Hours: 9-12 & 1-4 Mon. — Thurs. 1
| Website: www.flcprinceton.org |
I Check us on Facebook. I

by January 4.
This includes Old Wheels & LCW.

Phone: 1-815-875-1685

i I
1 1
: :
I Please turn in your Annual Meeting reports |
i i
i i
Email: office.flcprinceton@gmail.com !

Council Summary — October 2025

October minutes and financial reports were approved.

Pastor’s report — regular monthly activities, PMA Meeting Oct. 9, Greenfield Worship Oct. 9, Wittenberg Door Oct.
23, Baby Shower/Farewell Lorraine & Rob Foelske Oct. 26, Mobile Food Pantry Oct. 30. Coming: Thanksgiving
Eve Service & Pie Fellowship Nov. 26, Christmas Decorating Nov. 30 after church, Wed. Advent Suppers &
Worship Dec. 5, 10, 17, Christmas Eve services 4 & 7pm.

Administrator’s report — October attendance 102 in person, 67 views.

Property — Decided against new boiler contract, we’'ll replace the low water cut-off float ourselves.

Service & Mission — November benevolence: Gateway Services $3000, Oct. Mobile Food Pantry served 253
families/705 individuals, $1500 undesignated funds will be used to pay for gift cards purchased for Oct. Mobile
Food distribution. We will take 25 Gateway clients for the Christmas Gift program.

Outreach & Fellowship — Organized Operation: Fill the Pantry to help with current needs in the community.
Youth & Education — Kids sang with choir on Nov. 9, postcards send to parents about singing & Christmas
program Dec. 14.

Worship & Music — Checked & cleaned candle holders, Advent Wreath, Thanksgiving decorations arranged,
poinsettias priced, Advent suppers & Pie Fellowship help needed, still gathering information about the organ.
Finance — Income $27,942 less than expenses in October. Building Fund is $22,743 Memorial is $3864.
Memorial — Remainder of funds in Glenn Allen’s memorial will be used toward installation of TV screen.

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP Decorating for Christmas %
10:00am — Tuesday, Dec. 9 sunday, November 30" is the 1* £
QUILTERS

Quilters will not meet in December decorations will go up after worship that day.

If you can help, please stick around after
worship.

1
]
]
]
]
]
i
Sunday in Advent. The tree and other H
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]

r

Page 2


http://www.flcprinceton.org/
mailto:office.flcprinceton@gmail.com

December 2025

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Anniversaries
December

! Jeff & Jen Jaques 12/2 |
Rob & April Buchanan 123 :
! Tom & Marilynne Kloster 12/12 |
Dennis & Wendy Ohlson 12/14 :
Tracy & Kim Brenneman 12/17 |

Ryan & Abby Shipp 12/18
Ray & Jean Schoff 12/27 |

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Tuesday, December 2
1:00pm - Library Committee
7:00pm - Property, Youth,
Service & Mission, Finance

COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, December 9
3:30PM - COUNCIL MTG.

: ADVENT WORSHIP & SOUP SUPPERS i

Wednesdays: Dec. 3, 10 & 17
5:30pm - Soup Suppers
: 7:00pm - Worship Service :

Look for sign-up sheets to provide soup,
dessert or help serve.

Our Sympathy to the family of
Lorraine Schmitt
Lorraine passed away 11/3/25
at the age of 94 at Liberty Village in
Princeton.
Services for Lorraine were held 11/7/25

at Fiocchi-Jensen Funeral Home
with Pastor Shields officiating

December i

| John Shofner 12/2 I
: Rob Buchanan 12/3
! Abigail Gaster 12/5
| Don Kyle 12/6 I
: Sharon Knutson 12/10

| Ramona Wedding 12/12
| Eric Mills 12/12 I
: Gage Nutter 12/12

| Lucy Adamow 12/14
| Cyndy Schoof 12/16 I
: Melissa Verucchi 12/16 I
| Mike Mantel 12/17 :
| Doreen Busche 12/17 I
. Eiljah Gaster 12/17
| Barb Mills 12/19

| Jeff Jaques 12/21 I
: Brad Kloepping 12/28
| TJ Scruggs 12/28

| Kinsley Jaques 12/28 I
: Charles Porter 12/30 I
| Susan Weber 12/31 :

Mobile Food Pantry
Thursday, December 4™
Bureau County Fairgrounds

Please arrive to help at 9:00am.
Bring any wagons you may have.

‘et

Our October Mobile served
705 individuals & 253 families. :
We did run out of food supplied by River Bend
& purchased 75 - $25 gift cards to hand out.

Congratulations!
Roger Munson has a new great granddaughter,
Madelena Louise Crawford.
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Loste Confirmation
Wednesdays at 6:00pm
*No _Confirmation Class on
December 24™ & 31%
Pastor's Bible Study
Wednesdays at 11:00am
Thursdays at 6:00pm
*No Bible Study Classes on
December 24™ & 31%

& December 25" & January 1°

: Welcome New Members

I Tim & Carol Ploch

: Tim & Carol are from Oglesby and

: transferred their membership here.
I Please greet them & welcome them as
: part of our church family.

Gateway Christmas Gifts

We will be participating again with }
Gateway i

providing Christmas gifts for

Clients this year.

If you picked up a gift tag, be sure to
bring your gift back wrapped with the tag i

attached by Sunday, December 14™.

CLUB 56 — JR. HIGH
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

We would appreciate snacks donated to our

Jr. High After School Program. Please stick to

those snacks on the shopping lists located in
the back of the sanctuary.

OWLS CHRISTMAS
LUNCH
(Older Wiser Lutherans)
Thursday, December 11, 2025
11:00am Service
with lunch to follow.
Please call the church office for
reservations by Dec. 8.
815-875-1685

CIRCLE MEETINGS
There are no
Circle meetings in December.

Our Sympathy to the family of
Sandi Smith
Sandi passed away Thursday, Nov. 20, 2025
At the Richard Owens Hospice facility
Our prayers are with her husband, Nick and
daughters.
Her services were held at
11:00am - Tuesday, Nov. 25, 2025
At the Grant-Johnson Funeral Home
And a lunch was held here after services.

Children’s
Christmas Program

Sunday, December 14

9:30am — during Worship
9:15am — for costuming

:  The Sunday School kids will be presenting the
Christmas Story. All of the participants in the
program should be downstairs no later than 9:15
in order to get into their costumes.

:  Please do not wear sweaters or sweatshirts
under the costumes.

We encourage everyone to bring some
cookies for fellowship
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ettt — i — ——n — —s 1
* Continued prayers for: .

" Cancer patients: Gary Schaill, Barb Amrein

- (friend of Mary Lee Twidell- Lymphoma), Tina Nutter

* (brother of April Buchanan), Eric Davis (brother-in-law of

(stepmom to Gage & Dash Nutter-cancer), Steve Allen I

Rob Buchanan).

Others: Dawn Dabler (family of Mary Lee Twidell &
Nancy Hartz- tumors on liver non-cancerous), Melissa
Castro (ankle, recovering at home), Pablo Castro I
(recovering from Mono), Kim Bazant (daughter of Jackie .
Pilcher, on kidney transplant list), Sarah Smith (friend of -
Judy Carlsen — recovering from fall & injuries), Nick

. Smith (health issues), Diane Little (Dave Little’s sister — *

health issues), Kathy Allen (recovering from foot

. surgery), Sue Eggers (recovering from back surgery),

Roy Francis (brother of Beth Mulcahy hospitalized),

- Steve Birdsley, (brother of Mike Birdsley-diagnosed I

LCW DAY TRIP
Northwoods Church Christmas Production
3:00pm — Saturday, December 20, 2025
Please sign-up if you want to go.
Tickets are free & available in the office.
Ride sharing will be determined from the

sign-up sheet. (17 tickets available)
No purses or backpacks will be allowed.
Only small clear purses or bag for medical items or a
diaper bag for child under 3.
All items will be inspected when you enter.

PRAYER GROUP
There is a group that meets every Wednesday
at 1:00pm in the library to pray for the needs of
the church. There are prayer cards in every pew &

l_A/zheimer’s) .
THE l
JOYo®
CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS CAROL SING-ALONG

Sunday, Nov. 30" - 2:00pm
1* United Methodist Church
Featuring Charles Gebeck, Organist
Angella Gebeck Hughes, Vocalist
Elm City Bells
Beth Mulcahy, Vocalist
FUMC Chancel Choir

we feel privileged to pray for you. Your request
will be confidential & note on the card if you want
Pastor to add it to his Sunday prayers.

Arukah Refuge Warming Center

Volunteers are needed to staff the
Warming Center this winter.
Training sessions will be held:

Dec. 10-1-3:00pm
Dec. 11 -6 -8:00pm
Volunteers must attend 1 of these sessions.
They are hoping for 100 people.

My plant/s is a
memorial to:

2025 POINSETTIA PLANT ORDER FORM
Poinsettias may be ordered through the church at $18.00 per plant.

/ S -

Red

My plant/s is
in honor of:

Signed

Order form with payment should be turned in by December 14™. Checks made out to: “First Lutheran
Church”. Plants will be displayed on Christmas Eve and may be picked up after the last worship service.
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On September 10, 2024, the Council of First Lutheran Church approved the proposal by the Property
Committee to change section C12.05 items c. and d. Fifty-seven people attended the January 26, 2025
Annual Meeting and a voice vote was taken and all voted aye. There were no nay votes. To fulfill the
obligations in the Constitution, we need another vote with a 2/3" majority at the January 25, 2026 Annual
Meeting to ratify this change. Please read these changes again before the vote.

(Found on page 13 of our Constitution)
C12.05. The Congregation Council shall be responsible for the financial and property matters of this congregation.

First Lutheran Church
Proposed change to the Constitution
To be presented again at the January 25, 2026 Congregational Meeting

Section C12.05. cand d

Currently reads: ¢. The Congregation Council may enter into contracts of up to $5,000 for items not included in
the budget.

Proposed change: The Congregation Council may enter into contracts of up to $10,000 for items not included in
the budget.

Reason for change: Because of rising costs of materials and labor, the figure of $5,000 is no longer adequate for
necessary repair and maintenance of our facilities.

Currently reads: d. The Congregation Council shall prepare an annual budget for adoption by this congregation,
shall supervise the expenditure of funds in accordance therewith following its adoption, and may incur obligations
of more than $5,000 in excess of the anticipated receipts only after approval by a Congregation Meeting. The
budget shall include support of the LCMC.

Proposed change: d. The Congregation Council shall prepare an annual budget for adoption by this congregation,
shall supervise the expenditure of funds in accordance therewith following its adoption, and may incur obligations
of more than $10,000 in excess of the anticipated receipts only after approval by a Congregation Meeting. The
budget shall include support of the LCMC.

Reason for change: Because of rising costs of materials and labor, the figure of $5,000 is no longer adequate for
necessary repair and maintenance of our facilities.

2026 Altar Flower Reservation

g

I/we would like to donate Altar Flowers on or near , 2026.

Signed

Reservations are first come, first served. You are responsible for ordering flowers and you may use any
florist. Please pay the florist directly. Flowers by Julia offers altar flowers at a reasonable cost & will
deliver them to the church. Garden flowers are welcome.

To the Glory of God / Other occasion:
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