
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship & Communion 

September 6, 2026 
 9:30 a.m. 

 

  The Prelude 

  Welcome & Announcements 

* Confession  & Forgiveness (LBW) 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   

P:  Most merciful God,  C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 

of your holy name.  Amen. 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.   C:  Amen. 
 

* Gathering Hymn #836                                              “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”  

* Greeting  ELW page 147 – setting 4 

* Kyrie   ELW page 147 

* This is the Feast   ELW page 149 

* The Prayer of the Day  (all pray):  O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 

perpetual mercy.  Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is 

harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen. 

The First Lesson:    Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 7 

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 
8 

If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, 

you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked 

person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 
9 

But if you warn the wicked to 

turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will 

have delivered your soul. 
 10 

“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our 

transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we 

live?’ 
11 

Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 

but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will 

you die, O house of Israel? 



Reader: The Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:33-40 

L:
33 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes; and I will keep it to the end.
 

 C:
34 

Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and observe it with my whole 

heart. 

L:
35 

Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. 
 

C:
36 

Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain! 

L:
37 

Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; and give me life in your ways. 
 

C:
38 

Confirm to your servant your promise, that you may be feared. 

L:
39 

Turn away the reproach that I dread, for your rules are good. 
 

ALL:
40 

Behold, I long for your precepts; in your righteousness give me life! 
 

The Second Lesson:   Acts 21:27-34 
 27 

When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, 

stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 
28 

crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man 

who is teaching everyone everywhere against the people and the law and this place. Moreover, he 

even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place.” 
29 

For they had previously 

seen Trophimus the Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into 

the temple. 
30 

Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized Paul 

and dragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut. 
31 

And as they were seeking to 

kill him, word came to the tribune of the cohort that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 
32 

He at once took 

soldiers and centurions and ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they 

stopped beating Paul. 
33 

Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him to be 

bound with two chains. He inquired who he was and what he had done. 
34 

Some in the crowd were 

shouting one thing, some another. And as he could not learn the facts because of the uproar, he 

ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

*  The Gospel Acclamation  P. 151 

*  The Gospel Announcement: 

* P: The Holy Gospel is heard according to St. Matthew, the 18
th

 chapter. 

 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

* The Gospel Lesson:     Matthew 18:15-20    
 15 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 

listens to you, you have gained your brother. 
16 

But if he does not listen, take one or two others along 

with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 
17 

If he 

refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be 

to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 
18 

Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 
19 

Again I say to you, if 

two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in 

heaven. 
20 

For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
 

* P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

   



  Children’s Sermon 
 

  Hymn: # 744  (vs. 1, 2)                                                                            “Lord, Be Glorified”  
 

  The Sermon      “To The End Of The Earth”     

                                          (The Acts of The Apostles) 

     Part 16: “Trouble For Paul In Jerusalem”   

                                                    (text: Acts 21:27-34)                                    Pastor William Shields 

* Apostles’ Creed 

* The Hymn of the Day  # 685                                     “Take My Life, That I May Be” 

  The Offering 

* Offering Response # 186              “Create In Me A Clean Heart”  

* The Prayers  
 

* Words of Institution 

* The Lord’s Prayer 

 The Communion –  
In the Lord’s Supper, we believe that Jesus is truly present in this meal to share His forgiveness and grace.  All who 

believe Jesus Christ is our Lord & Savior are welcome at the table. Communing children should hold their hand out to 

receive the bread.  Cross arms in front to receive a blessing. (Kneeling) Come down the center aisle and fill in the 

communion rail. You may stand if kneeling is difficult. You will be served the bread & wine or white grape juice. (Gluten free 

wafers are available.) Deposit your cup in the baskets at the end of the rail. Return to your seats using the side aisles. 

During Communion, please join in singing Communion hymns # 462, 471, 484, 487. 

 

* The Blessing  P. 114 
 

* Benediction   

* The Sending Hymn # 623                             “Rock Of Ages, Cleft For Me” 
 

* The Dismissal 

  Postlude    * Please stand as you are able. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Events: 

 

Mon Sept. 7     Labor Day – Office Closed 

Tues Sept. 8              7:00am – Jr. High 

                                 10:00pm – Prayer Shawl 
            3:30pm – Council Meeting 

Wed Sept. 9   6:30am – Men’s Bible Study 

                                  11:00am – Pastor’s Study 

          1:00pm – Prayer Group 

                        6:00pm – Confirmation 

         7:00pm – Choir 

Thurs. Sept. 10   1:00pm – Quilters 

          6:00pm – Pastor’s Study 

Sat Sept. 12    7:00am – Gideon’s Prayer 
Sunday, Sept. 13    9:30am – Hymn Sing /  

    Worship             

                             10:30 Coffee Fellowship 
                        
 

Council Meeting 
Tuesday, September 8 

3:30pm 

 

Sunday School classes begin 
September 27

st
  

 
 
 
 

 

Altar Flowers 

Given by Lani Swinford  

To celebrate the wedding anniversaries of 

Katie Swinford & Joel Hanlon 9/6 17 yrs.,  

Elise Swinford & Ken Mecum 9/5   5 yrs., 

and remembrance anniversary of Randy & 

Lani 52 yrs. on 9/7. Love lives forever.  

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Garden of Eden 
Flower Shop 

is offering fresh flower altar bouquets for $60 
(2 vases).   

Persons ordering the flowers may pick them up 
by 1:00pm on Saturday. 

The Garden of Eden phone is: 
 815-202-5481 

Email: gardenofedenprinceton@gmail.com 
 
 
 

    Our Sympathy to Donna Monier, her 
brother Gary Taylor’s wife, Tena passed 
away on 9/1/26 of ALS.  
    And to Marilyn Borri, Tena Taylor is  
her sister-in-law and also, Marilyn’s 
brother, Bill Stuart passed away 8/28/26. 
 


