The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 27, 2026
9:30 a.m.

The Prelude
Welcome & Announcements

Presentation by Club 56
Dedication of Quilts & Prayer Shawls

Opening Prayer

* Confession & Forgiveness ELW pgs. 94-96

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: Most merciful God, C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

* Gathering Hymn # 556 “Morning Has Broken”

* The Prayer of the Day (all pray): God of Love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings.
Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us
in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The First Lesson: Ezekiel 18:25-32

25 vYet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not
just? Is it not your ways that are not just? ®When a righteous person turns away from his
righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die.
2T Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is
just and right, he shall save his life. % Because he considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. *° Yet the house of Israel
says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways
that are not just?

%0 “Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the
Lord Gop. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. ** Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new




spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? *2For | have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares
the Lord Gob; so turn, and live.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

Responsive Reading — Psalm 25:1-9
L:25 To you, O LORD, | lift up my soul.
c:’0 my God, in you | trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over

me.
L:® Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly
treacherous.

C:* Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
L:®>Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you | wait all the day
long.

C:®*Remember your mercy, O Lorb, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of
old.
L:" Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O LORD!

C:®*Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

ALL:°He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way.

The Second Lesson: Acts 26:24-32

4 And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you
are out of your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind.” 5Byt Paul said, “l am not
out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but | am speaking true and rational words. % For the king
knows about these things, and to him | speak boldly. For | am persuaded that none of these things
has escaped his notice, for this has not been done in a corner. *’ King Agrippa, do you believe the
prophets? | know that you believe.” % And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade
me to be a Christian?” ° And Paul said, “Whether short or long, | would to God that not only you but
also all who hear me this day might become such as | am—except for these chains.”

*Then the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and those who were sitting with them.
3 And when they had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This man is doing nothing to deserve
death or imprisonment.” % And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set free if he had
not appealed to Caesar.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Please rise for the reading of the Gospel

* The Gospel Anhouncement:

* P: The Holy Gospel is heard according to St. Matthew, the 21 chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



* The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 21:23-32

3 And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you
this authority?” ** Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the
answer, then | also will tell you by what authority | do these things. »The baptism of John, from
where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If
we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ %6 But if we say, ‘From
man,” we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” 30 they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do these

things.
28 «

What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.” > And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and
went. *° And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘| will, sir,” but did not go.
3 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, | say
to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. %2 For John came
to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and
believe him.

* P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon
Hymn: # 157 (TOSB) “Open Our Eyes”
The Sermon Series: “To The End Of The Earth”
(The Acts Of The Apostles)
Part 19 — “True And Rational Words” Pastor William Shields

(sermon text: Acts 26:24-32)
* The Apostles’ Creed

* The Hymn of the Day # 807 “Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing”
The Offering
* Offering Response #186 “Create In Me A Clean Heart”

* Prayers
* The Lord’s Prayer

* Benediction
* The Sending Hymn # 820 “0O Savior, Precious Savior”

* The Dismissal

P: Goin peace, to love and serve the Lord! C: Thanks be to God!
Postlude * Please stand as you are able.



Announcements:

Weekly Events:

Tues. Sept. 29 7:00am — Jr. High Bible Study

Wed. Sept. 30 6:30am — Men’s Bible Study
11:00am — Pastor’s Bible Study
1:00pm — Prayers
6:00pm — Confirmation
7:00pm — Choir
Thurs. Oct. 1 6:00pm — Pastor’s Bible Study
Sat. Oct. 3 8:00am — Old Wheels Meeting

2:00pm — Birdsley Wedding
9:30am Sunday Worship &
Communion
10:45am Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School

Sunday, Oct. 4

Altar Flowers
Given in Memory of David Van Drew
By Dianne Van Drew

Quilters will be packing their quilts for Lutheran World
Relief on Thursday, October 8"
at 1:00pm.
Anyone who can help is welcome to come.

Sunday School Classes & Staff

PreK-K - Lisa Shields, Ava & Lydia Kyle
15— g™ - Marilynne Kloster & Joanne Sheldon
51 & up - Don Kyle & Rick Cook
Adult Class meets in the Library — Pastor
instructing

Old Wheels Meeting
Scruggs’ Pond
8:00am — Sat. Oct. 3"

Thursday’s Mobile Food Pantry
Served
362 Individuals
149 Households

Do you have an HP printer?
If you do, can you use
#952 ink cartridges?

See June if you can use these.

Please note!

You may have noticed in the past several
newsletters that our finances this year have
been rather worrisome. Our income has not
kept up with expenses. Our expenses are
slightly higher than last year, but our income is
significantly lower. Please pray about this
situation. If you can make an additional gift to
the church, it would be very much
appreciated.

The Finance Committee




