The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Worship & Communion
Rally Day
September 20, 2026
9:30 a.m.

The Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
* Confession & Forgiveness (LBW)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: Most merciful God, C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

* Gathering Hymn #619 (vs. 1, 2, 3, 4) “l Know That My Redeemer Lives”
* Greeting ELW page 147 — setting 4

* Kyrie ELW page 147
* This is the Feast ELW page 149

* The Prayer of the Day (all pray): Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual
lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us
your merciful generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Choir Anthem Praise, Praise, Praise The Lord

The First Lesson: Jonah 3:1-10

3 Then the word of the LorD came to Jonah the second time, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and call out against it the message that | tell you.” ®So Jonah arose and went to
Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days'
journey in breadth. * Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” > And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called
for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them.

®The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe,
covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.”And he issued a proclamation and published
through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor




flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, ®but let man and beast be covered with
sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the
violence that is in his hands. ° Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger,
so that we may not perish.”

%\When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the
disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 145:1-8

L:145 | will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.

C:? Every day | will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.
L:® Great is the LoRD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.

C:* One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty
acts.
L:>On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, | will meditate.

C:6They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, and | will declare your
greatness.
L:" They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud of your
righteousness.

ALL:®The LorD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

The Second Lesson: Acts 24:1-10
24 And after five days the high priest Ananias came down with some elders and a spokesman,

one Tertullus. They laid before the governor their case against Paul. 2And when he had been
summoned, Tertullus began to accuse him, saying:

“Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your foresight, most excellent Felix,
reforms are being made for this nation, 3in every way and everywhere we accept this with all
gratitude. * But, to detain you no further, | beg you in your kindness to hear us briefly. ®> For we have
found this man a plague, one who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world and is a
ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. ®He even tried to profane the temple, but we seized him. 8 By
examining him yourself you will be able to find out from him about everything of which we accuse
him.”

®The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things were so.

19 And when the governor had nodded to him to speak, Paul replied:

“‘Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation, | cheerfully make my
defense.
Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
* The Gospel Acclamation P. 151

* The Gospel Announcement:

* P: The Holy Gospel is heard according to St. Matthew, the 20" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.



* The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20:1-16

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning
to hire laborers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them
into his vineyard. * And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the
marketplace, “and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right | will give
you.’ ®>So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the
same. ° And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them,
‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to
them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.” ® And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to
his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the
first’ °And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a
denarius. ** Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of
them also received a denarius. "' And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the
house, *2 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ ** But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? ** Take what belongs to you and go. |
choose to give to this last worker as | give to you. > Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what

belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ *° So the last will be first, and the first last.”
* P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon
Hymn: # 801 “Change My Heart, O God”
The Sermon “To The End Of The Earth”

(The Acts of The Apostles)
Part 18: “Prepared To Make A Defense”

(text: Acts 24:1-10) Pastor William Shields
* Apostles’ Creed
* The Hymn of the Day # 654 “The Church’s One Foundation”
The Offering
* Offering Response # 186 “Create In Me A Clean Heart”

* The Prayers
*Words of Institution

* The Lord’s Prayer

The Communion —

In the Lord’s Supper, we believe that Jesus is truly present in this meal to share His forgiveness and grace.
All who believe Jesus Christ is our Lord & Savior are welcome at the table. Communing children should hold
their hand out to receive the bread. Cross arms in front to receive a blessing. (Standing) Come down the
center aisle. You will be served the bread & wine or white grape juice. (Gluten free wafers are available.)
Deposit your cup in the baskets at the end of the rail. Return to your seats using the side aisles. During
Communion, please join in singing Communion hymns # 515, 532, 536, 543.

* The Blessing P. 114

* Benediction



* The Sending Hymn # 765

* The Dismissal
Postlude

* Please stand as you are able.

Weekly Events:

Tues Sept. 22

Wed Sept. 23

Thurs. Sept. 24

Sat Sept. 26
Sunday, Sept. 27

7:00am — Jr. High
10:00pm — Prayer Shawl
6:30am — Men’s Bible Study
11:00am — Pastor’s Study
1:00pm — Prayer Group
6:00pm — Confirmation
7:00pm — Choir
9:00am - Mobile Food Pantry
1:00pm — Quilters
6:00pm — Pastor’s Study
7:00am — Gideon’s Prayer
9:30am - Worship
10:30 Coffee Fellowship
First Day Of Sunday School

The Garden of Eden
Flower Shop
is of fering fresh flower altar bouquets
for $60 (2 vases).

Persons ordering the flowers may pick them up by
1:00pm on Saturday, or we now have an agreement
with them to deliver.

The Garden of Eden phone is:
815-202-5481
Email: gardenofedenprinceton@gmail.com

You may still order flowers from other shops, but you
will have to make arrangements to get them here. You
will need the special vase liners that we have here.

Another option:

If you wish to make a $20 donation to the flower
fund, Lani Swinford will have a silk arrangement
for you on Sunday morning. These cannot be
taken home. Lani - (815) 212-3775

“Lord Of All Hopefulness”

Sunday School classes begin
September 27

Mobile Food Pantry
September 24
9:00am
BC Fairgrounds
Bring a wagon.



mailto:gardenofedenprinceton@gmail.com

