
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 13, 2026 – Hymn Sing 

9:30 a.m. 
 

  The Prelude 

  Welcome & Announcements 

  Opening Prayer 
 

* Confession  & Forgiveness  ELW pgs. 94-96 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C:  Amen. 
 

 

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

P:  Most merciful God, C:  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive 

us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.   Amen. 
 

P:  Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our 

sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit.   C:  Amen. 
 

* Gathering Hymn   # _________          # __________       #___________ 
 

* The Prayer of the Day (all pray): O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible 

fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that 

we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

Choir Anthem                    “My Tribute” 
 

The First Lesson: Genesis 50:15-21  

 
15 

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph 

will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 
16 

So they sent a message to Joseph, 

saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 
17 

‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ And now, please forgive 

the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to 

him. 
18 

His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 

servants.” 
19 

But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20 

As for you, you 

meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept 

alive, as they are today. 
21 

So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 

comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 
 



Responsive Reading – Psalm 103:8-13 

L:
8 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 

C:
9 

He will not always chide, nor will he keep his anger forever. 

L:
10 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
 

C:
11 

For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love 

toward those who fear him; 

L:
12 

as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
 

ALL:
13 

As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to 

those who fear him. 

The Second Lesson:  Acts 23:6-11 
 6 

Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried 

out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and 

the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” 
7 

And when he had said this, a dissension arose 

between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 
8 

For the Sadducees say 

that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 
9 

Then a 

great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the Pharisees' party stood up and contended 

sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” 
10 

And when 

the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, 

commanded the soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by force and bring him 

into the barracks. 
 11 

The following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Take courage, for as you have testified 

to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.” 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.    C: Thanks be to God. 

Please rise for the reading of the Gospel 

* The Gospel Announcement: 

* P: The Holy Gospel is heard according to St. Matthew, the 18
th

 chapter. 
 

 C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

* The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 18:21-35  

 
21 

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? As many as seven times?” 
22 

Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 

seventy-seven times. 
 23 

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his servants. 
24 

When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents. 
25 

And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife 

and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 
26 

So the servant fell on his knees, 

imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
27 

And out of pity for him, the 

master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 
28 

But when that same servant went 

out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began 

to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
29 

So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30 

He refused and went and put him in prison until he  

 



should pay the debt. 
31 

When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 
32 

Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 

pleaded with me. 
33 

And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 

you?’ 
34 

And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 
35 

So also 

my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
 

* P: The Gospel of the Lord.   C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

  Children’s Sermon 
 
 

  Hymn:     # ___________ 
 
 

  The Sermon     Series: “To The End Of The Earth”  
                                           (The Acts Of The Apostles) 
                                    Part 17 – “Take Courage”                         Pastor William Shields 
          (sermon text: Acts 23:6-11)  
* The Apostles’ Creed 

* The Hymn of the Day    #  ____________ 

  The Offering  

* Offering Response                         “Doxology”  

* Prayers  

* The Lord’s Prayer 

* Benediction   

* The Sending Hymn  #  ___________       # ___________       # ___________           

* The Dismissal 

P:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord!     C:  Thanks be to God! 

   Postlude    * Please stand as you are able. 
 

Announcements: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Events: 
 

Tues. Sept. 15                 7:00am – Jr. High Bible Study 

                                         9:30am – Rebekah Circle 

                 3:00pm – Lydia Circle  

 Wed. Sept. 16        6:30am – Men’s Bible Study 

                                       11:00am – Pastor’s Study 

                              1:00pm – Prayers 

                                         6:00pm – Confirmation 

                                         7:00pm – Choir 

Thurs. Sept. 17                 6:00pm – Pastor’s Study 

Sat. Sept. 19                     7:00am – Gideon’s 

Sunday, Sept. 20     9:30 am Sunday Worship & 

      Communion  

      Rally Day 

                                      11:00am Lunch 

                                

 

Shopping lists in back 
for snack donations to 
Club 56. 

 

Sunday School classes 
begin 

September 27st  
 

Check out the Lost & Found 

box in the back. 

At the end of September, all 

items will be disposed of  

or donated. 

 



 

 

 

 

Important! 
 

     You may have noticed in the past several newsletters 

that our finances this year have been rather worrisome.  

Our income has not kept up with expenses.  Our 

expenses are slightly higher than last year, but our 

income is significantly lower.  Please pray about this 

situation. If you can make an additional gift to the church, 

it would be very much appreciated. 

   The Finance Committee 

 

The Garden of Eden 
Flower Shop 

offering fresh flower altar bouquets  
for $60 (2 vases).   

Persons ordering the flowers may pick 
them up by 1:00pm on Saturday, or we 
now have an agreement with them to 

deliver.   
The Garden of Eden phone is: 

 815-202-5481 
Email: 

gardenofedenprinceton@gmail.com 
 

You may still order flowers from other 
shops, but you will have to make 

arrangements to get them here & you 
will need the special vase liners that we 

have here. 
 

FYI – September Newsletter 
     The September Newsletter was placed in the mail 
on Thursday, August 27

th
.  We have heard from a few 

people that their newsletter did not arrive until Wed., 
Sept. 9

th
.  Please let us know if you received yours late 

and when. 
 

mailto:gardenofedenprinceton@gmail.com

