14" Sunday After Pentecost
August 30, 2026
9:30am Worship
The Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Opening Prayer

* Confession & Forgiveness p. 94-96

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. C: Amen.

P:. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God, C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

* Gathering Hymn # 855 “Crown Him With Many Crowns”

* Greeting p. 147 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you.

* Kyrie p. 147 P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

* Hymn of Praise p. 148




* The Prayer of the Day (all pray) O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the
path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the
path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Lesson: Jeremiah 15:15-21
15 O LorbD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my

persecutors. In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake | bear reproach.
16 Your words were found, and | ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the
delight of my heart, for | am called by your name, O LoRD, God of hosts. 17 | did not sit in the
company of revelers, nor did | rejoice; sat alone, because your hand was upon me, for you
had filled me with indignation. 18 Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing
to be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail?

19 Therefore thus says the LoRD: “If you return, | will restore you, and you shall stand
before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,you shall be as my
mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. 20 And | will make you to this
people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you,
for | am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LorD. 21 | will deliver you out of
the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Responsive Reading — Psalm 26:1-8

L:26 Vindicate me, O LORD, for | have walked in my integrity, and | have trusted in
the LORD without wavering.
C:*Prove me, O LORD, and try me; test my heart and my mind.
L:3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and | walk in your faithfulness.
C:*1 do not sit with men of falsehood, nor do | consort with hypocrites.
L:®1 hate the assembly of evildoers, and | will not sit with the wicked.
C:®1wash my hands in innocence and go around your altar, O LORD,
L:” proclaiming thanksgiving aloud, and telling all your wondrous deeds.
ALL:®O LoRD, | love the habitation of your house and the place where your glory
dwells.

Second Lesson: Acts 20:17-24
"Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to

him. ¥ And when they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how | lived
among you the whole time from the first day that | set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all
humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the
Jews; > how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching
you in public and from house to house, 2 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance
toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. ? And now, behold, | am going to
Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except
that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city thatimprisonment and afflictions await
me. * But | do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only | may finish
my course and the ministry that | received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the
grace of God.




Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Acclamation p. 151

* Gospel Announcement

* Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16" chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

* The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 16:21-28

s From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem
and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and
on the third day be raised. 2 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far
be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” #* But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the
things of God, but on the things of man.”

4 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. *® For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. % For what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? " For the
Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
each person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, | say to you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon

Hymn #240 (TOSB- sing twice) “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”
Sermon Series: “To The End Of The Earth”

(The Acts of The Apostles)
Part 15 - “Five Characteristics Of A Christian Friend”
(sermon text: Acts 20:17-24) Pastor William Shields

* Apostles’ Creed p. 105
The Hymn of the Day # (on screen) “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”

Offering
* Offering Response #186 “Create In Me A Clean Heart”

Prayers
* The Lord’s Prayer p. 154 C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

* Benediction
* Sending Hymn # 770 “Give Me Jesus”
* Dismissal P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude



Announcements:

Weekly Schedule of Activities
Tues. 9/1 7:00am Jr. High Bible Study
1:00pm Library
7:00pm Committees
Wed. 9/2 6:30am Men’s Bible Study
1.00pm Prayer Group
7:00pm Choir Practice
Thurs. 9/3  10:30am Worship Meeting
Sat. 9/5 7:00am Gideons

Sun. 9/6 9:30am Worship/ Communion
10:45am Coffee Fellowship
Mon. 9/7 OFFICE CLOSED - LABOR DAY

Rally Day
September 20, 2026
Outdoor Worship 9:30am
Lunch 11:00am
Please bring a lawn chair and a
dish to pass.

Chicken will be provided.

Explorer’s Bible Study

Please join us this fall for an ecumenical
Bible study on the books of Ruth, Esther,
Ezra, and Nehemiah.

The group meets weekly beginning
September 16™ & 17" at the following
times & places:

Daytime group - 9:30 — 11:00am Wednesdays
At Christ Community Church

Nighttime group - 6:30 — 8:00pm Thursdays
St. Matthews Lutheran Church

Call Sue Scruggs with questions:
815-303-1446

LOST & FOUND

There are a number of items in the
lost & found box outside the Library.

Some things have been in there a
long time. If there is anything left in
there by the end of September, it will

be thrown out or donated.
There is a list in your bulletin.
Check it out.




