13" Sunday After Pentecost
August 23, 2026
9:30am Worship
The Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Opening Prayer

* Confession & Forgiveness p. 94-96

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. C: Amen.

P:. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Most merciful God, C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.

* Gathering Hymn # 506 (on screen) “Onward Christian Soldiers”

* Greeting p. 147 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  C: And also with you.

* Kyrie p. 147 P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord. C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. C: Amen.

* Hymn of Praise p. 148




* The Prayer of the Day (all pray) O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we
praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of
your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 51:1-6
51 “Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the

rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. %Look to
Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when | called him, that |
might bless him and multiply him. °For the Lorp comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste
places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LoRD; joy and
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. *“Give attention to me, my
people, and give ear to me, my nation; for a law will go out from me, and | will set my justice
for a light to the peoples. °My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my
arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. ® Lift up
your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but my
salvation will be forever, and my righteousness will never be dismayed.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.
Responsive Reading — Psalm 138

L:138 | give you thanks, O LorD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise;

C:%1 bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your
steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name
and your word.
L:3On the day I called, you answered me; my strength of soul you increased.

C:*All the kings of the earth shall give you thanks, O Lorb, for they have heard
the words of your mouth,
L:®>and they shall sing of the ways of the LoRbD, for great is the glory of the LORD.

C:®*For though the LorD is high, he regards the lowly, but the haughty he knows
from afar.
L:7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch out your hand
against the wrath of my enemies, and your right hand delivers me.

ALL:® The Lorp will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O LORD,
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.

Second Lesson: Acts 19:23-29
“> About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. ** For a man

named Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little
business to the craftsmen. ?°> These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades,
and said, “Men, you know that from this business we have our wealth. 26 And you see and
hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned
away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 2" And there is
danger not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of
the great goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed
from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.”




8 When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of
the Ephesians!” *° So the city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed together into the
theater, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who were Paul's
companions in travel.

Reader: The Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.

* Gospel Acclamation p. 151

* Gospel Announcement

* Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16" chapter.
C: Gloryto you, O Lord.

* The Gospel Lesson: Matthew 16:13-20

¥Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 1 And they said, “Some say John the
Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” *°He said to
them, “But who do you say that | am?” ® Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” *” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 8 And | tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it. *° I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.” * Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to You, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon

Hymn #101 (TOSB vs. 1) “I'd Rather Have Jesus”

Sermon Series: “To The End Of The Earth”
(The Acts of The Apostles)
Part 14 - “Greater Is Jesus The King”
(sermon text: Acts 19:23-29) Pastor William Shields

* Apostles’ Creed p. 105
The Hymn of the Day # 634 (1, 2, 3,4) “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name”

Offering
* Offering Response #186 “Create In Me A Clean Heart”

Prayers
* The Lord’s Prayer p. 154 C: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

* Benediction
* Sending Hymn # 545 “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”




* Dismissal P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Announcements:

Weekly Schedule of Activities Rally Day
Tues. 8/25  10-12pm Prayer Shawl September 20, 2026
Wed. 8/26 6:30am Men'’s Bible Study Outdoor Worship 9:30am

1:00pm Prayer Group Lunch 11:00am
7:00pm Choir Practice Please bring a lawn chair and a

dish to pass. Chicken will be

Thurs. 8/27 1:00pm Quilters :
Fri. 8/28 Wedding Rehearsal provided.
Sat. 8/29 10:00am — 5:00pm Wedding
7:00am Gideons LWR School Kits
Sun. 8/30 9:30am Worship Thank you all so much for your
10:45am Coffee Fellowship generous donations. We have met

our goal except for a few more
Pencil Sharpeners!

See you in October for packing.

Explorer’s Bible Study

Please join us this fall for an ecumenical
Bible study on the books of Ruth, Esther,
Ezra, and Nehemiah.

The group meets weekly beginning
September 16" & 17" at the following
times & places:

Daytime group - 9:30 — 11:00am Wednesdays
At Christ Community Church

Nighttime group - 6:30 — 8:00pm Thursdays
St. Matthews Lutheran Church

Call Sue Scruggs with questions:
815-303-1446




