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(Article from Crosswalk Devotionals) 

When it Feels Like God Is Doing Nothing - Encouragement for Today - 
September 22, 2026 - By Lysa Terkeurst 

 

"I will say of the LORD, 'He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust'" (Psalm 91:2, NIV). 

 In my head, I know God is my protector. But if I’m honest, sometimes my heart struggles to feel 

protected by God. 
 At some point in our lives, most of us have experienced some kind of tragedy, extreme 
heartbreak, rejection, abandonment, or discouragement because we thought life was going one way and 
then it was hijacked. In these moments, it’s tempting to wonder, Has God just looked away? Maybe 
that’s where you are right now. 
 You’ve lain on your couch or bed, stared up at the ceiling, and just thought, God, where are You? 
You’ve sobbed into your pillow, scared and alone. You feel like you're not seeing evidence of God doing 
something, so you secretly begin to believe God is doing … nothing. 
 In John 16:33, Jesus says: “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 

world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (NIV). If you’ve endured deep 

hurt, you very much understand the “trouble” Jesus references here. But maybe, like me, you struggle 
sometimes to believe the other words in this verse. The ones that say Jesus has overcome the world. 
That through Him, we can experience peace even in the hardships we face. 
 That's why I want to provide three truths you can take hold of right now: 
1. When it feels like you can’t do anything, there is something you can do today. 
 You may feel completely powerless and terrified in the circumstances you’re looking at. We can’t 
control a lot of what happens to us. But that doesn’t leave us completely out of control. We can recite 
Psalm 91:2 to our fearful hearts: “I will say of the LORD, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in 

whom I trust.’”  

 Pause right where you are, and say, Lord, You are my refuge and fortress. I am placing my trust in 

You. It may not seem like much at first, but by declaring this, you’re doing what can be done today. 
You’re choosing to remember that your job is to obey God. God’s job is everything else. 
 Reminding yourself of this truth is something you can do even when it feels like nothing else can 
be done. 

2. Just because you don’t see God’s intervention at this present moment, that doesn’t mean it’s not 

happening or you won’t see it one day. 

 Sometimes I catch myself thinking I have to see evidence of God working today in order to 
believe He’s working in a situation at all. But the thing is, there are two realities always hovering around 
us. There’s the physical reality we see and experience — the heartbreak, the horrific circumstances, the 
person who's hurting us, the fear and anxiety we’re feeling. And then there’s a spiritual reality where 
God is also present and working. Simply put, what we see right now isn’t the entire story. 
 You may not currently see God working in a situation that is breaking your heart. But, friend, we 
do not serve a do-nothing God. God is always doing something, and that something is always pointed 
toward ultimate good (Romans 8:28). Rest assured that God is good, God is good to you, and God is 
good at being God. 
 
 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/91-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/16-33.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/who-is-jesus.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/91-2.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/prayer/prayers-for-anxiety-when-youre-heart-is-overwhelmed.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-28.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-does-it-mean-that-god-is-good-5-examples-in-everyday-life.html
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3. Even if you feel uncertain, you don’t have to live in uncertainty about God. 

 It’s very important for us to acknowledge the feelings stirring inside of us. But while feelings are 
great indicators, they should never be dictators of how we process life. 
  We may feel afraid, but we don’t have to live afraid. 
 We may feel angry, but we don’t have to live angry. 
 We may feel skeptical, but we don’t have to live skeptical. 
 We may feel uncertain, but we don’t have to live uncertain. 
When our feelings are screaming, the Truth of God’s Word will keep us grounded. 
 In whatever you’re dealing with today, ask God for these perspectives to fill your mind. And 
remember: This chapter is part of your life, but it’s not the sum total of your life. Jesus has overcome the 
world, and He is for you in what you’re walking through right now. 
 Father God, thank You for reminding me of what is true in light of what feels scary right now. 

Help my forgetful heart remember what I have read today. I know You love me, You are for me, and 

You’re always working on my behalf. I trust You with all the details of my life and the situations and 

outcomes I can’t control. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

FOR DEEPER STUDY 

Ephesians 6:12, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms” (NIV). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours: 9-12 & 1-4 Mon. – Thurs. 
Website: www.flcprinceton.org  
Check us on Facebook. 
Phone: 1-815-875-1685 
Email: office.flcprinceton@gmail.com 
 

 

Special announcements for the bulletin, or 
the screen, need to be to the office by 

Thursday morning.  Call, leave a message, 
email, or drop off a note. Newsletter 

deadline will be the 20th day of October 
for the November Newsletter. 

ALTAR GUILD 
October – Karen May, Julia Cain, Lani Swinford 
November – June Ohlson, Cindy Pierson, Laurie Anderson 
December – Marilynne Kloster, JoAnne Kloepping 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Open dates for flowers: 

October 18 & 25 

November 1 & 8 

 

Important! 

     You may have noticed in the past several newsletters that our finances this year have been rather 

worrisome.  Our income has not kept up with expenses.  Our expenses are slightly higher than last 

year, but our income is significantly lower.  Please pray about this situation.  If you can make an 

additional gift to the church, it would be very much appreciated.    The Finance Committee 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/6-12.html
http://www.flcprinceton.org/
mailto:office.flcprinceton@gmail.com
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Council Summary – September 2026 

August minutes and financial reports were approved. 

Correspondence: Our Table, Abigail Women’s Center, Princeton Club 56, World Mission Prayer League & River 

Bend Food Bank. 

Pastor’s report – regular monthly activities, Wedding here of Josiah Johnston & Lacey Chriest, Bible Studies 

starting, Confirmation starting, Princeton Ministerial Assn. meeting here, Rally Day, Wittenberg Door, next Mobile 

Food Pantry Sept. 24
th
, Africa trip Oct. 16-22, Pastor Norm preaching Oct 18. 

Administrator’s report – August attendance 90 in person, 66 views. 

Property – Copper valleys from church roof recycled  for about $1000, Ceiling light in elevator needs fixing, need 

someone to plow snow for us this winter, the Garden of Eden will be given access to our building, poison ivy 

removed from patio, toilet in ladies restroom fixed, card holders for pews made, narthex doors are rusting again,  

some windows in Education wing have rotting frames, may look into split AC unit for the offices, discussed 

placement of TV in Fellowship Hall. 

Service & Mission – September Benevolence all of the S. Africa benevolences were paid in the amount of $2500. 

An additional $950 was given to Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, next Mobile Food Pantry September 24
th
. 

Youth & Education – S. S. Staff in place for 2026-27, calendar set for the year, Christmas Program Dec. 13
th
, 

Bingo game for Rally Day. 

Worship & Music – Due to illness of Gary Swanson, Rally Day will be held inside, The Garden of Eden is offering 

altar flowers for $60 (2 vases) and she will have delivery access. 

Finance – Total deficit for 2026 to date is -$48,127.   

Endowment – Two requests were granted for Property $15,000 for building improvements and $3000 to Pastor for 

scholarships for pastors in S. Africa.  

Memorial – Committee agreed to find funds to pay for computer needs in the offices and sanctuary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Monday, October 5 
10:30am Worship Committee 

Tuesday, October 6 
1:00pm – Library Committee 
7:00pm – Property, Youth,  
Service & Mission, Finance 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 
Tuesday, October 13 

3:30PM – COUNCIL MTG. 

             Anniversaries 
           October 

 

 

Tom & Laurie Anderson  10/14 – 38 yrs 
Gary & Laureen Schaill  10/15 – 50 yrs. 
Jose & Caroline Ramirez  10/19 – 14 yrs. 
Susan & David Lauritzen  10/19 – 53 yrs. 

 

Quilt & Prayer Shawl Dedication 

On Sunday, Sept. 27th, there were 88 quilts and 

33 prayer shawls decorating our sanctuary.   

It was a beautiful sight to behold.   

Thank all of you ladies for your tireless work on 

these items throughout the year. 

 

FYI - October is  

Pastor Appreciation month. 

OLD WHEELS MEETING 

Saturday, October 3rd 

8:00am 

Scruggs’ Pond 
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October 

 

Barbara Fiste  10/3 
Joshua Burke  10/6 
Judy Carlsen  10/7 
Dorothy Carver  10/9 
Ashley Busche  10/10 
Nicole Burke  10/12 
Melissa Castro  10/12 
Gary Schaill  10/12 
Mary Dorsch  10/15 
Marilyn Antas  10/17 
Lexi Wilkinson  10/17 
Peter Bonucci  10/18 
Gail Norden  10/18 
Pablo Castro  10/21 
Ava Kyle  10/21 
Tim Ploch  10/24 
Susan Lauritzen  10/25 
Dave Horras  10/26 
Donna Monier  10/27 
Helen Wrona  10/27 
Serenity Anderson  10/29 
Judah Jaques  10/31 
 

 
 

 

 
CIRCLE MEETINGS 

Tuesday, October 20   
9:30am - Rebekah Circle  

3:00pm Lydia Circle 

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP 
10:00am – Tuesday, October 13 & 27 

 

QUILTERS 
1:00pm – Thursday, October 8th  

                  (Packing LWR Quilts) 

1:00pm – Thursday, October 15th 

  **   LWR Health Kits & School Kits will be packed 

for shipping – the whole project should take 

about 1 hour or less.  Please help if you can.  

(The quilters will not be meeting to work on quilts 

October – December.  Start up again in January) 

Congratulations to 

Mike Birdsley & Denise Nelson 

getting married here on 

Saturday, October 3rd  

Pastor Shields officiating. 

Sympathy to the families of: 
 

William Stuart, the brother of Marilyn Borri,  

passed away on August 28th.  
 

Tena Taylor passed away September 1st.  She 

is the sister-in-law of Donna Monier (wife of 

her brother, former member Gary Taylor) 
 

Vickie Kessel, Ashley Busche’s mother,  

passed away recently. 
 

Sandy Theis, Steve & Doreen Busche’s aunt, 

passed away recently. 
 

Eric David, passed away on Sunday, Sept. 

20th.  Rob Buchanan is his brother-in-law 

HP Printer 

Do you have an HP Printer which uses 

#952 ink cartridges?  If you do, see 

June.  She has several we can no longer 

use.  We can make a deal on them. 
REFORMATION SUNDAY 

OCTOBER 25, 2026 

PLEASE WEAR RED! 
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Continued prayers for:   
 

Cancer patients:  Gary Swanson (at home on 

Hospice), Barb Amrein (friend of Mary Lee Twidell- 

Lymphoma), Tina Nutter (stepmom to Gage & Dash 

Nutter-cancer), Becky Wicinski (sister of Tim Ploch), 

Michael Frandsen (brother of Lani Swinford), Rob 

Dunn, Dave Caldwell (friend of Mike Birdsley). 
  

Others: Helen Hurley (sister-in-law of Nancy Hartz 

recovering from fall), Linda Bacon (back pain), Pat 

Polson (back problems, has returned to Greenfield), Sue 

Eggers (back pain), Chad Errio (recovering from heart 

surgery & stroke, son-in-law of Jerry & Pam Zibert), Val 

Blythe (heart issues), Dawn Dabler (family of Mary 
Lee Twidell & Nancy Hartz- tumors on liver non-cancerous),  

Dave Little  (health issues), Ray Schoff (health 

issues), Kim Bazant (daughter of Jackie Pilcher, dialysis 

on kidney transplant list), Sarah Smith (friend of Judy 

Carlsen – recovering from fall & injuries),  Nick Smith 
(health issues),  

Next Mobile Food Pantry 

9:00am - Thursday, December 3. 

Volunteers please come by 8:30am. 

Bureau County Fairgrounds 

Please bring a wagon. 
 

The September 24th Food Pantry served: 
362 Individuals  & 149 Households 

 
 

Confirmation 

Wednesdays at 6:00pm 

No Classes for these groups 

October 21 & 22  
 

Pastor’s Bible Study  

Wednesdays at 11:00am 

Thursdays at 6:00pm 
 

 

Endowment Funds 
 

 There’s still time for anyone to make 
suggestions to the Endowment Committee to 
give funds to worthy organizations in 2026. Their 
next meeting is Monday, November 16th at 
10:00am.  Funds are given to the following 
categories: Missions, Scholarships, and 
Community Outreach.  Request forms are found 
on the bulletin board outside the main office or 
please let the office know or talk to Don, T.J., 
Tony, Julia or John.  

Please Help! 

    We are very short of volunteers to 

be ushers, readers, prayer leaders and 

communion assistants & Coffee fellowship 

servers. These jobs are not difficult  

and any instructions necessary will be 

given.  We will work with your schedule. 

There are some sign-up sheets in the 

back.  We are looking for volunteers 

who have not previously signed up in 

these areas. Please let us know when it’s 

most convenient for you to be scheduled.  

Contact the office or anyone on the 

Worship Committee. 
 

Sunday School Classes & Staff 
 

PreK-K  -  Lisa Shields, Ava & Lydia Kyle 

1st – 4th   -  Marilynne Kloster & Joanne 

Sheldon 

5th & up  -  Don Kyle & Rick Cook 

Adult Class meets in the Library – Pastor 

instructing 
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CLUB 56 – JR. HIGH AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 
 

We would appreciate any of the following snacks donated to our Jr. High Program: 

Drinks – Capri Suns ONLY please. 
 

Pre-packaged snacks and these specific brands only: Kraft Handi-Snacks: breadstick & cheese dips, Goldfish 

Crackers, Cheez-its, Kellogg’s Rice Krispies Treats, Chips Ahoy-Original, Chocolate Chip-Chewy Chocolate 

Chip, Oreos-Original, Teddy Grahams, Betty Crocker Fruit Roll-Ups, Betty Crocker Fruit by the Foot, Betty 

Crocker Fruit Snacks & Fruit Gushers. 
 

Allergy-Safe Candy – Charms-Pops, Blow Pops, Dots, Double Bubble Gumballs, Sugar Daddy, Tootsie Fruit 

Rolls, Tootsie Pop Drops, Tootsie Pops, Tootsie Rolls, Junior Mints, Sugar Babies, Andes Mints, Lifesavers, 

Milk Duds, Jolly Ranchers, Skittles, Smarties, Sour Patch Kids, Sour Punch Straws, Starburst, Twizzlers –all 

wrapped varieties, Hershey Kisses-original milk chocolate. 

You may bring any of these items to church & they will be taken to Club 56.   

These items are needed throughout the year. 

 

CLUB 56 

DESSERT FUNDRAISER 

Sunday, November 1st 

1:00 – 2:30pm 

Student testimonies & Dessert 

Evangelical Covenant Church 

Mission Hall 

24 N. Main St. 

Please RSVP by October 25th  

You’re Invited 

Open House & Celebration 

New Ottawa PADS Shelter 

Thursday, Oct. 1, 4:30-7:00pm 

1120 Canal Street 

Ottawa, IL 

Last season, PADS provided shelter to 556 

individuals (including 51 families & 101 

children) and served 86,193 meals. 

Please consider supporting IV PADS 

1st Congregational Church – Bureau, IL 

Fall Festival & Bazaar & Country Market 

4 – 6:30pm - Thursday, Oct. 22 

$15 – Adults 

$7 – kids 6-12yrs. 

Free – kids 5 & under  

Chicken casserole, sides, homemade pies 

Carry outs available 


